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US WILL CARRY LATE MONARCH'S FLAG j 
FORWARD SIDE BY SIDE WITH KING ABDULLAH 


from MUNIR NASSER 
Chief Correspondent 
in Washington 

Martin Indyk. Assistant 
Secretary of Suite, said that "it 
is very clearly understood in 
Washington that we have a 
responsibility tn King Hussein 
legacy nnd to Jordan Ln ensure 
that Jordan's interests are pro- 
tected. 

He told the Arab Daily that 
the United States is "absolutely 
committed to Jordan's security 
and stability and the welfare of 
the Jordanian people. We Iwve 
a common interest in peace and 
stability and prosperity for 
Jordan.” 

He said that the Clinton 
Administration is working to 
ensure that economic assis- 
tance to Jordan will be 
approved by the Congress soon. 
“We consulted widely with the 
leadership in the Congress and 
they were all very supportive. 
So we are hopeful that we will 
move very quickly through the 
Congress,* 1 He said. 

The following are excerpts 
from the interview conducted 
with him in Washington yester- 
day before leaving to Jordan to 
participate in the King's funeral: 

What do you believe King 
Hussein's legacy will be? 

As President Clinton said, he 
was a real giant as a leader, par- 
ticularly when it came to 
advancing . the Interests of 
Jordan and perusing his convic- 
tions that peace was necessary 
for the children of the region. 
All the children of Abraham, as 
lie referred to them in his eulo- 
gy of Yershaq Rabin . The 
immense humanity of the man 
in which he combined his sense 
of purpose and a sincerity that 
came from his humanity that 
was unique among the leaders 
of the region. Then there was 
the nobility that came from his 
humility It was so impressive to 
being in the presence of a king 
who was who was so humble in 
his demeanor. He gave a new 
meaning to the word “no bless 
no pledge" that royalty blood 
be noble, bur he is truly noble 
in his spirit of generosity to all 
people that he dealt with. 

There was also a great wis- 
dom that came from so many 
decades of experience having 
gone through so much in his 
own life and in the history of 
Jordan. He has seen so many 
challenges and so many difficul- 
ties that in the last decade, 
when J came to know him and 
to work with him , was this 
sense that had seen it all. He 


could offer his wisdom to oth- 
ers in a way that was his lasting 
contribution to the peace 
process. He came to be in his 
last few years a mentor to 
President Clinton who relied on 
him for his guidance and advice 
nnd his inspiration to pursue 
peace. I will never forget his 
presence at ' the funeral of 
Yitshaq Rabin, who was another 
great peacemaker, when he 
made it clear that he was stand- 
ing in the camp or peace next to 
his brother. I can't help bur 
think of that time as we prepare 
for the funeral of King Hussein. 
That there whs a time of unique 
opportunity of peacemaking 
when ihese leaders came 
together with courage and fore- 
sight and conviction were able 
to take the risk necessary to 
make peace, i believe this will 
be his lasting legacy for Jordan. 
Even though it was controver- 
sial at the time and for many 
still controversial, the fact that 
Jordan is at peace with its 
Israeli neighbor and the 
Palestinian negotiations, going 
to enter after the Israeli elec- 
tions, the final status negotia- 
tions. And Jordan's interest will 
be protected as a result of the 
position that he established for 
Jordan in terms of relationship 
with the Palestinians and in 
terms of the relationship with 
Israel. It is a critical triangular 
relationship. This leaves for 
Jordan a sound position for the 
most challenging of relation- 
ships. 

But he did more than that 
because he built rock-solid rela- 
tionship with the United States. 
It is remarkable that he has 
known and worked with seven 
presidents of the United States. 
It is a tribute to him that four 
presidents of the United States 
will be coming to pay their last 
respect Tor him. Presidents 
Carter, Bush, and Ford are all 
coming. Particularly in the lasr 
six years during the Clinton 
Administration, that relation- 
ship has been taken to new 
heights. There* is a real sense on 
the part of President's and the 
Secretary of Slate that we have 
a huge responsibility to King 
Hussein, to stand by Jordan and 
shoulder to shoulder with 
Jordan, and ro carry His 
Majesty's flag forward side by 
side with King Abdullah. 

The President has asked for 
more aitl to Jordan. Has that 
been decided or it has to be 
approved by Congress first? 

The Congress has to, approve 
it. However, before the 


President announced yesterday, 
we consulted widely with the 
leadership in the Congress 
responsible for taking this on, 
and they were all very support- 
ive. So we are hopeful that we 
will move very quickly through 
the Congress. 

What will be the impact of 
the King's death on the peace 
wirh Israel and the 
Palestinians? 

The conclusion of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty means that 
the bigger bilateral issues has 
been resolved, bur there are 
few issues that need to be 
impletnented. The United 
States will certainly ensure 
complete implementation. The 
most serious challenge to 
everybody to achieve a final sta- 
tus agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians. And here, 
Jordan's interests are involved, 
whether on the issue of 
refugees. or water, or 
Jerusalem. I think it is very 
clearly understood in 
Washington that we have a 
responsibility to King Hussein 
legacy and to Jordan to ensure 
that Jordan’s interests are pro- 
tected. WE will be working with 
King Abdullah and the 
Jordanian government. We are 
very sensitive to Jordan's con- 
cerns in this regard. But obvi- 
ously the implementation of 
the Wye agreement and the 
pursuit of the final status nego- 
tiations are the two big chal- 
lenges now that confront us all 
when the Israeli elections are 
concluded. 

There is talk in the foreign 
media about concerns in 
Jordan about the stability and 
continuity in Jordan and 
threats from neighboring 
countries. Are these concerns 
justified? 

I don’t fear at all for Jordan'^, 
future. I think that King HussjJfP 
has established solid intui- 
tions and the army and 
relationships particularly witra^ 
the United States. We are 
absolutely committed to 
Jordan's security and stability 
and the welfare of the Jordanian 
people. We have a common 
interest in peace and stability 
and prosperity for Jordan. Of 
course Jordan is in a dangerous 
neighborhood and we are con- 
scious of that, but I think Jordan 
has a strong and capable leader, 
a strong and capable army, a 
strong and capable ally in the 
United States. 
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How does the United States 
view' King Abdullah and his 
role in the future? 4 

What matters most is lepdjSr- 
ship and charnctedf : £'King 
Abdullah is a :he old 1 

block. That UrfjSs the 
teristic cd^nT father 
cliarmjj^nd 

is a •®mimr aSmll 
'when Aw <S cSffise 


ill isjwftl 


^rej ^ ^confida^^nat lie will 
very^ptrfh an effective 
leW^jcr^rdan and a reliable 
frieWoF rhe United States. 

His training in the army were 
he has been tested in the battle 
field and I think that is very 
Important qualifications for 
leading Jordan. The education 
he received from his father, plus 
the support that he Will receive 
from Prince Hassan.wilj give 


m Albright last week, and I was 
is their with them. He told her l 
mud by my father's flag and 1 
r- yrtjj continue his policies, that 
ig _d|?Wels responsibility to carry 
W^foti w policies ol his father 
TjPil c) AsWe d Jordan's interests 


i AndiJ«[phe will pursue them 
wiUj/'ftfe same conviction, but 
with a sense that is he is 
protecting his father's legacy. 
This is I think a very important 
motivation for him. He also has 
some advantages. He has excel- 
lent relationships with Jordan's 
neighbors, I was just on a tour 
of the Guff states were is he uni- 
versally held in high regard and 
1 think there is a real opportunb - 
ty to cement theat King Huseiri 
had managed to rebuild with 
the GCC states, I found great; 
openness and understanding 
there of the need to strength- . 
ening the relationship virifh. 


Jordan bright prospect. I have Jordan, fie brings a new fresh 
no doubt when . King Abdullah face, but y/ith a continuity, of 
said to Secretary ; pf state the bid policy! ■ •' 


What arc yourpl*^ 
Jordan Improve #* ** 
situation? , 

• * 4 

There are several Wf*, 

Involved" In .«PP ort! % 
can do bilateral 
assistance . to J®W5| . 
help with the gW® fc, 
economy. -Tjfcdjpt* l- 
assistanfefrpn? W?. 
World Bank, tj$ 
an effort to' 
have the 
' ing Jordan's 
' looming 

deptTepayin^hgJ^ 

ulidg,Wili;We}ifCTM 
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.and they 

; .is 

there wlU^^* 
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11m imHmi poured onto the streets of 
Hm tmptovt, yy w Nt dwwrfag the 
Kbit's corint with Bowers, yW aid 
tews. Humfawla of thousands ol man, 
women cMdddldrM Itoodtho roots of 
the tang's c— tf diantlng the same 
dogcMi used to groat him when ho 
was aifw. Redfab of the Koran unit- 
ed with a monotonous ring ol churdi 
bells acrooi the cc^sffaf w«Ig doors ol 

bH shops, restaurants oskI ottMr busi- 
nesses were shut. Ammcet was a 4H- 

firont dfy yesterday and so were al 

other cities h the Kbigdem. Jordan 
wB never be the eaase without the 

man who placed bon the gtobal map. 
The nation thanked him lor the 47 
years he gave/ so dU «he rtsf eflht 


E xactly at noon, the late King’s sons 
Abdullah, Feisal, All, Hannah and 
Hashem carried the flog wrapped cas- 
ket. In which the King laid, out of Bab A1 
Salam, the King and Queen Noor’s new 
home after giving up their Palace to 
Jordan's orphans; They handed It over to 
eight of die King's loyal officers. ; ; 

The women of die Hashemite femfy indtldlng 
the bereaved Queen Noor, stood dressed In Hade 


with die hair covered with white scarves. They 
cuddled each other in silent teats as they watched 
the mai who played die role of father to four and 
a half million people deport In majesty. The air 
was fflfd with majesty and dass. Those who 
weren't on the streets awaiting a final look, were 
glued to thejrTVs. 

Prince Hassan kissed the Queen on die cheeks 
in support. The moment was overwheltrong. She 
hugged Princess family was solidly united I grief. 

Placed on a military convertible Mereedes 4- 
wheeWrive, the cortegedrove slowly through die 
streets of Amman until the entrance of die 
Raghadan Palace, die official base of the family; 
The Hashemite Royal Court. Thousands were 
waiting at the entrance of Raghadan, some of 
wlw brake the human bairiwofhandHnhand sol- 
dtere and jumped at dte dunce to touch die cas- 
ket. 

Raghadan, overlooking down-town Amman 
from a HHrap, k where the King conducted his 
business. Tfestetdag for die fast rime in his 63 
years, he was carried in. His sons, brothers and 
cousins stood In silence as the men of the state 
paid their last respects one by one, followed by 
leaders and rcystyfiomoH over the world. . 

Palestinian President 'ftsser Ara&t saluted the 
coffin twice. When the King was on Ws sickbed, 
Arafat's comments to die press were simply “We 
need hlipT With Netanyahu's intransigence. 


Arafat lias lost a very important ally. King Hussein 
was the main a/bfrratar of a problematic peace 
process between the Palestinians and Israelis 
using his well established international presence 
ro back the old leader who remains dressed in 
revolutionary attire every time he was in trouble. 
Ihe fast time during the Wye talks, which col- 
lapsed upon Netanyahu's return back Iwme. 

But what came as a surprise, yesterday, wjo 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad's arrha], walking 
Intn the Throne Hall to pay his last respects to 
King Hussein and later to condole King Abdullah. 
This under the same roof sheltering Netanyahu 
and other Israelis including Arid Sharon, one of 
the most unpopular Israeli politicians in die Arab 
world, ftsterday. it seemed like King Hussein was 
still at work malting peats in the Middle East, 
even after his death, it also seems that this wffl (he 
chance to maid strained ties between Jordan and 
Syria since the signing of the peace agreement 
with Isad. 

But it wasn't at all about politics yesterday, it 
was about a great (eader who deserved the trib- 
ute he got in a funeral with the largest presence 
of world leaden in recent Itistory. Tills Jordanian 
earned it by making this smaD country very big in 
the eyes of ihe world. ■ \ 

Ailing Russian Presitlem Boris Yeksin came but 
coubhi't make it to die King's casket, lenving back 
for home after getting tired. His viat was in Usdf 


a grand gesture. Clinton stood by the casket 
longer than the others He seemed thinking as he 
bowed his head in respect. 

After all leaders paid their respects, a lone bag- 
pipe signaled the time lo take the body of His 
Majesty to the house of God. Placed on a Gun car- 
riage, die procession moved followed by what 
seemed like a world summit of leaders in die 
open air. Muslim leaders went into die mosque to 
pray leaders of other friths waited outside. 

The sight of the King' while horse, with boots 
in the stirrups placed backwards, stirred more 
tears. The horse will never be mounted again. 

Once prayers performed, the procession car- 
ried on to the King's final place of rest where Ws 
father Trial and grandfather AbduBah ky in peace. 
Surrounded by those dearest to his heart, and - 
after a redo] of the holy Koran, die King's body 
was lowered into the ground. A moment of realty 
prevailed. King Hussein Is no longer, but In our 
lieaits and in many hearts worldwide. . 

Slioniy afterwards, King Abdullah accepted 
the condolences of die work! on behalf of the 
nation. But it waait only condolences that he 
received. The new King won a confidence wite on 
the International level. Very timefy for the future 
of tite Kingdom. 

by RAMZ1 E. KHOURY 

Edltor-tn-Chfef 


(See stories on new foreign aid, Clinton’s statements on King Abdullah and more inside) 
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ISLAMIC CUSTOM HAS HUSSEIN'S QUEENl 'FROM TENTS AND TOWNS, JORDANIANS 
BIDDING FAREWELL FROM A DISTANCE ® fl-OOD AMMAN 10 SAY goodbye 


AMMAN (AP) — Queen Noor watched her hus- 
band's burial from afar. 

The American-born wife of King Hussein 
hugged tlie monarch’s sister in a courtyard 
about 30 meters (100 feer) from the grave. 
Muslim iradirional prohibits women, even 
wives, from attending burial rites. 

The scene was a profound summary of Noor’s 
life since becoming Hussein's fourth wife in 
1978: an Ivy League-educated architect who 
adopted and adhered to the customs oi lier hus- 
band's deseit kingdom. 

Several women dignitaries, including IJ.S. 
First Lady Hillary Clinton and the Necherlaiul’s 
Queen Beatrix, came to Amman to pay respects 
hut were unable to join mourners at the burial. 

Noor paid her last respects to Hussein in a 
private room at the Bali nl-Salam, or Door of 
Peace, palace on the outskirts of Amman. Noor, 
47, then emerged witli puffy and tear-clouded 
eyes, looked pale and wan in .i black outfit: a 
long skirt and jacket. Her hair was covered with 
a white scarf in a sign of traditional mourning. 

She stood in the palace's doorway with her 
two daughters and watched Hussein's hody car- 
ried away for a 1 5-kilometer (nine-mile) proccs- 


sion through Amman ro the Rnghdan Palace 
compound, where he was buried next to his 
father and grandfather. 

Noor was later driven to Raghdan and waited 
with her daughters, lman, 15, and Raya, who 
turns 13 oil Tuesday. They went to a second- 
lloor room after world leaders and other 
nioiinieis tiled past the coffin and the body was 
moved to a nearby mosque to begin the burial 
rites, said palace sources, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. Media coverage in the palace 
was banned. 

“The queen walked with her hands crossed 
and often buwed to salute soldiers greeting her 
at the entrance of Raghdan," where her hus- 
band was began his reign in 1952 ai the age or 
17. added the source. 

To the loud echo of verses from die Koran 
sounding from loudspeakers, Noor shook hands 
and kissed with several women officials. They 
included: Mrs. Clinton, Beatrix, Irish President 
Mary McAleese and Queen Sofia of Spain, a 
close friend of the Jordanian royal family. 

Later in the evening, Noor was greeted by 
Aral) and Western leaders. 
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WORLD, ARAB AND 
ISRAELI PRESS COVERAGE 


Agencies — Newspapers 
around the world sahired the 
kite King Hussein ns a unique 
peacemaker and said the Loss 
of such a pivotal leader raised 
crucial questions for Jordan 
and the Middle East peace 
process. 

As royals, presidents and 
premiers gathered in Amman 
oil Monday to bury Hussein, 
who died of cancer a day earli- 
er after ruling for 46-years, 
newspaper editorials praised 
him as a force for stability in 
the volatile region. 

Papers focused on how 
Hussein's death would affect 
the region where he strove to 
balance such diverse interests 
and what challenges faced the 
new King Abdullah, Hussein's 
military-trained eldest son. 

"The often turbulent nature 
of Middle East politics will 
soon test Abdullah's mettle," 
Britain’s Times newspaper 
said. 

"From the start. King 
Hussein was convinced of the 
need to maintain a balance in 
his country between groups 
which were not natural allies," 
said De Volkskrant of the 
Netherlands. 

"No other Arab leader could 
expect both . {PLO President] 
Yasser Arafat and [Israel's pre- 
mier] Blbl Netanyahu to shed a 


tear at his grave," it added. 

Papers said Abdullah, 37, 
faced an improved outlook. 

“Jordan’s future in the trou- 
bled region of the Middle East 
will not be easy, though today 
it is more promising than it 
was a few years ago," said the 
Catalan paper La Vanguard ia in 
Spain. 

"When today in Amman 
leaders as varied as Clinton, 
Arab leaders both moderate 
and progressive, and Israel's 
leaders, gather to bid their last 
farewell to Hussein, it will be 
clear that the world has 
changed," it added. 

Britain's Guardian newspa- 
per noted the diplomatic 
minefield caused by bringing 
old enemies together at the 
graveside. 

"King Hussein's funeral 
looked likely to become the 
backdrop for some multilateral 
summitry and a few awkward 
encounters as President 
Clinton and [British premier] 
Tony Blair rub shoulders with 
some of their bitterest ene- 
mies." it said. 

Arab Press 

The United Arab Emirate's AI 
Khnleej Arabic language daily 
said that people might differ 
on King Hussein's policies but 
they must agree on the unique 
role he played. 


"Over nearly 46 years, King 
Hussein knew how to preserve 
the throne and Jordanian unity, 
leaving a legacy of Arab and 
international relations no one 
else could achieve." it said. 

Hussein's role as a gifted 
mediator was acclaimed. 

"King Hussein was able to 
maintain dinlogue with oppo- 
sition and his opponents in his 
country and did the same with 
other Arabs and Foreigners," 
said Bahrain's Arabic-language 
A!-Ayam. 

The Saudi Gazette, along 
with other papers, praised the 
smooth transition to the new 
King. 

In Egypt, the only other Arab 
state besides Jordan which has 
a peace treaty with Israel, peo- 
ple clustered around Cairo 
kiosks poring over morning 
newspaper headlines lament- 
ing the loss of the Middle 
East's longest serving ruler. 

“He was a great and wise 
king who overcame trials for 
the good of his country," said 
retired army colonel Saleh 
Khairi. 

Shopkeeper Mohammad 
Abdul Mekari said: "He loved 
peace. He helped the 
Palestinian cause and made 
peace with Israel," 

Many newspapers highlight- 
ed his role as a key force in the 


quest for Arab-lsraeli peace 
and as one of the two veteran 
Arab leaders besides Egypt's 
President Hosni Mubarak who 
meets both Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

Others echoed opposition 
to his 1994 peace deal with 
Israel. 

Egyptian companies ran full- 
page condolences in state 
newspapers which called for 
stability in the kingdom under 
Abdullah, sworn in as the new 
king oil Sunday: 

“There is no doubt that 
Jordan feels a large void now 
even if the son king and politi- 
cal institutions in Jordan are 
capable of filling this void 
gradually, which we do not 
doubt at all. 

“But what can help King 
Abdullah and his supporters 
achieve this quickly is Internal, 
Arab, international and 
Jordanian support," the 
Egyptian state-owned AI 
Ahram newspaper said. 

Middle East peace efforts 
are snagged over implementa- 
tion of the deals between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

The state-owned AI 
Gomhuria daily .. said: 
“[Stability! > s heeded in the 
Arab region. ..It cannot -handle 
new problems now." • 

Abbas Tbtabeley of Egypt's 


daily opposition AI Wal'd high- 
lighted Jordan's large popula- 
tion of Palestinians. 

“Tile new king lias to prove 
his faith in democracy to gain 
rhe support of the different 
sects in Jordan. Political life 
lias to continue with its 20 par- 
ries under complete democra- 
cy so that the new king follows 
in his father's path..." 

Israeli media express sadness 

Media reports and commen- 
taries in Israel on Monday 
reflected genuine grief at the 
death of King Hussein of 
Jordan. 

Hie main headline of the 
Hebrew daily Yediot Ahronot 
said, in Arabic, “Salaam lla 
Sadikina" (Goodbye, our 
Friend). 

This reminded many Israelis 
of a phrase coined by US 
President Bill Clinton after the 
murder of Prime Minister 
Itzhak Rabin: "Shalom 

Chawer" (Goodbye, Friend). 

Rabin and the late King 
Hussein signed an Israeii- 
Jordanian peace agreement in 
1994. 

The daily Maariv showed a 
full-page photo of the smiling 
late King, already marked by 
the signs of cancer, and devot- 
ed an 18-page special section 
to his life and Israel i-Jordaniaii 
history. 


Palestinian press pays tribe 
Pictures or the late ft 
Hussein covered llw fa' 
pages of Palestinian news;- 
pers on Monday accompJ'. 
ing often emotional sion-- 
paying tribute to die Jordan 
monarch. 

The front page of the ser 
official AI Hayat AI }&'■ 
newspaper, which is do 5 * 5 * 1 - 
the Palestinian leadership.^ 
edged in black and pw» 
without color. 

“Our loss is enormous » 
our concern Is great be®* 
the late, great King was ** 
standing .landmark <® 
international stage and* ' 
con in the long Arab m^i 
rhe newspaper said in a sp* 0 ^ 
article. , J 

Meanwhile Al Q^ 4, 
newspaper with the 
culation in thq Palestinian t* 
ritories, carried 

page a large picture ®^ f; ■ 
King, bordered in black. _ *; 

"The King has pasied aw j? 
King Hus$ein tW ^ J;. 
humble, who was dose |t- 
hearts of all Arabs, 
end," the papef- 
leader, j • . • r 
Another: 


AMMAN (AP) — For a few moments, there 
was only silence. 

Hundreds of Jordanians, some arriving as 
early as dawn, lined the street waiting, an 
icy wind stinging . faces already red with 
grief. Helicopters beat overhead: a whis- 
pered prayer was muttered. 

Then desperate cries of anguish erupted 
as the flag-draped coffin oF King Hussein 
left his fog-shrouded palace to be buried. 

"Come back to me!" screamed a woman, 
slapping her face. 

Sobbing Bedouin women stood in cir- 
cles. crying, “Go with peace, our beloved, 
go with peace." Some had to stop, over- 
come by sobs and gasping for air. Others 
shouted simply. “My father, my father!" 

The crowd surged, and police in camou- 
flage pushed them back. 

Men cried, “There is no god but God." 
Young children waved black Bags and olive 
branches meant to symbolize their grief. 

In a few short minutes, the crowds final- 
ly broke through police lines to desperate- 
ly chase* the coffin as ir passed. 

The scenes were repeated again and 
again in a moving, 90-minute procession 
that gave Jordanians the liisc glimpse of 
their late King. 

The country has never witnessed such an 
outpouring of grief as it did Monday, when 
a nation buried an adored monarch who 
had served as their only ruler across a half- 
century of war and then peace. 

Some spoke of losing their lather, their 
son and their brother. Others told of know- 
ing no other leader. Nearly all seemed des- 
perate at losing a King that defined them as 
both a nation and a people. 

“He is our history. He is the history of 
our country. He built it with his own 
hands,” said Mohammad AI Hiyari, a 27- 
year-old from the city of Salt, 30 kilometers 
from Amman. 

An estimated 800,000 people lined the 
15-kilometer route that ran through the 
city from Bab Al Salam, the late King's 
palace, to Raghdan palace, where the late 
King was to be buried. 
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mourners waving portraits of the late King. As the carriage neared the palace , the 
black flags, even black handkerchiefs. crowd rushed toward the coffin, stopping it 

Young boys crowded on bridges above jj r j e (]y anc j separating it from its escort of 
tossed yellow rose petals on rhe carriage ^ polke jn c3niou fi age and carry- 
that carried the coffin. Others lost their pus hed back the mourners - with- 

footing as they tried to scramble down hills ^ ^ ^ ^ on)y whcn 

‘h Along the route, men in black headbands the carriage finally entered the palace's 
held a banner that read. “We are orphans gate for the state funeral. 


MOURNERS THROW THEMSELVES 
AT KING HUSSEIN'S COFFIN 


AMMAN (R) — Wailing Jordanians threw 
themselves at King Hussein's coffin and 
grieving mourners fainted on Monday as 
the much-loved monarch was taken on a 
final somber journey to his burial in 
Amman’s royal palace grounds. 

Emotional crowds standing at the 
entrance of the Raghadan Palace com- 
pound went out of control and broke 
through police lines when they heard the 
sound of three helicopters shadowing the 
procession. Hundreds of people threw 
lowers at the coffin, draped in a Jordanian 
J g. as the funeral cortege approached the 
royal palace where he was to be buried 
alongside his mother and father. 

IVople wailed and threw themselves 
"wards tire coffin, held back only by a thin . 
me of security men. Women slapped their 
ttces m grief. The wailing crowds then fol- 
owed behind the coffin, carried on a mili- 
; IJI Yjeep covered with flowers. 

■ j Ur ^‘ ngl Y° u car »'t die. God help 
. r, a woman covered in black before 
diets nted and Was carried awa Y by sol- 

>\ ^ en and women i fainted and people 


We don’t know another leader but for the Late King, and had- 
n't it been for him. this country wouldn't be wh.it it is today: a 
solid stale nf institutions, steadily maiming to become a true 
state of civil society. I lie developments we have witnessed 
since the inception of Jordan, relative to cur readily available 
natural resources, is recniil breaking in international standards, 
and the figures prove it. 

But statements such as "how i.m we live without Ktug 
Hussein'/’ are exaggerated expressions of love and admiration at 
moments ol emotional climax that find llteii way to sensation- 
alism. mind you irresponsibility. Ibis is a utiiniiv that will urn- 
limn- to move loiw.ml, a uHinuy with u new King who lias 
promised to keep the wheels oft he carriage mlling on the road 
iluii is already paved. 

No one should expect King Abdullah in fill llw shoes of his 
lather now. Who could? Hie King we Imried yesterday is the 
product of 47 years "I leadership in a volatile area oUoiillia- 
ing ideologies, bloody coups, oaupalion and i evolution. King 
Ihissein had to get rid ofcnhmi.il ism. establish a line sovereign 
stale ilial is recognized worldwide and le spec. ted by the siipei 
powers then, tackle illiteracy, ensure* the people’s basic means nt 
livelihood, create a progressive mechanism lor development and 
most in cmnplexiiy. snlegnaid the regime. Strides have been 
made mi all these hacks. Wlwit Jordan was. and wlial ii is imlnv 
is pmuf. 

Util there is no question that the young king can fill in Ins 
fatliei 's place, coni inn ing the march towards the future, until he I 
can fill his siloes, or better yet, wear lus own. 

As lor now, we expect of him. the laige heart of his latheT, n 
heart big enough to take in the whole nation including those 
who were his adversaries. 

Today, wc stand by him. supporting linn, and in full trust of his 
ability to lead the nation and safeguard its interests. And so 
does the world. 






stepped over each other when the crowds 
rushed behind the coffin, trying to touch it 
before it entered the palace. 

Himed back by soldiers and guards at 
the palace gate, hundreds ran through 
empty fields towards the palace fences 
with some trying to jump inside. All were 
pushed away and security was beefed up 

near the palace. v ' 

"God have mercy on his soul. We have 
bid him farewell but he will always be m 
our hearts," said Urn Shaker. 63. wiping 
away her tears. 

Asma Mohammad sat on the pavement 
of a road leading to the royal palace with 
face buried -in hands, grieving. She left her 
home in a nearby town early 'n the mom_ 
ing to see King Hussem s coffin for the last 

^ worship King Hussein: God will never 
create another great man »ke him again 
she said. "I have distributed flowers to the 
residents of tills area for K,n ^ Hussehi s 
soul. 1 was In need of help and be helped 

m Muntlter Sharif, # said simply* ‘He 1$ in 
heaven with his Cod. , 
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Mourners on the streets were mostly 
poor Jordanians, while the rich sat in their 
homes following live coverage of the funer- 
al on satellite television. 

Rooftops on the road where the proces- 
sion passed were filled with people, many 
carrying black flags. Recordings of the 
Koran were played in many houses as n sign 
of mourning. 

All shops and businesses were closed. 
Somber-looking policemen stood in the 
bittcriy-cold weather trying to maintain 
oiderj but failed, when the King’s coffin 
. slowly made its. way past the crowds. 
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T he shocking news of the death of our beloved King sent 
ine back more than thirty years ago. I was then a small kid 
playing with iny fellows in the alleys of a poor area south 
Amman. • 

With all the innocence of children, once we saw an airoplane 
above us, a rare scene in the late sixties, we began to sing pop- 
ular rhymes then. 

“ There's a plane up in the skies 
On board there is our King. 

God protect him.” 

We used to run bare-footed after the plane galloping and 
jumping trying to follow it like kittens, while singing the rhymes 
in one voice. My generation has not known a leader all its life 
but For King Hussein. The concept of a “King” was built up in our 
minds coupled with the image of our King only. 

During kid play and talk, the word ‘King’, whenever uttered, 
had always the connotation of some hero who could make mir- 
acles. In fact, we were not too far from reality. King Hussein did 
miracles throughout the inarch of this country. To our young 
minds, he stood for bravery, generosity and even pltysical 
strength. 

Shocked at the news and unbelieving, and surrounded by the 
tears of my wife and the questioning looks of my children, mem- 
ories carried me back again to the old days. 

I used to feel jealous of any kid who boasted lie had seen Abu 
Abdallah in person. ] determined to have this honor whatever 
the cost was. I recall walking miles whenever ! heard of any 
event where King Hussein appeared in public. 

Naively, I used to wonder if he would look like any other man, 
say, my father. After all, lie was the KING. Every time, to my dis- 
appointment, the hailing crowds killed my hopes, blocking the 
view of the king, or his passing motorcade. 

Now with the loss of our King, my whole generation feels a 
substantial part of their life is gone, Yet, they do not have to 
worry about their children, Tor the national march will continue 
as ever and for ever. 

by MAHMOUD AL-ABED 



Mourners gathered in Amman’s streets to 
witness the historical funeral of the late 
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Hussein Bin Talal . Reporters from ail coun- 
tries were there to cover this historical 
event. 

Um-Ahmed, from Rammallah, West 
Bank, said “I came on Saturday especially 
to attend King Hussein's funeral. God 
bless his pure soul, he was the father of 
all the Arabs." 

Sharon Abadi. a reporter from the 
American newspaper Black Star, said that 
"this is a historical event. 1 have never 
seen anything like it before." 

George, a reporter from the same pub- 
lication said “King Hussein is a great man 
for he placed Jordan on the world map. 
His death is really a great loss." 

Montanay. front French Radio, said 
"what l saw is a deep emotion between 
the Jordanian people and their beloved 
King. Those people are honest in their 
feelings and are shocked by His Majesty's 
death. They considered him not only a 
leader but a father as well". 

In France, reactions are completely dif- 
ferent, it's not the same. Maybe culture, 
religion and politics play a role. As a jour- 
nalist, I am very lucky to witness this 
funeral, I will remember it for a long 
time." 

Alberto Martinos photographer, AP, 
said “His Majesty was a great King and a 
very special person. His work will last for- 
ever. This is a historical event that you can 
witness once in your life.” 

Makkiyah Hamid, an Iraqi, said “We 
came to attend His Majesty's funeral 
because we live in his country and with- 
out him we are in deep sorrow. We ask 
God to bless his soul and to prorect the 
new King. Abdullah." 

Fatemah Batarneh, captain in the 
Jordanian Army, said "Saiydnah was a 
brother and a father to all orphans and 
poor people. All countries respect and 
admire His Majesty, he was a great King. 
He used to solve problems facing our 
country or our neighbouring countries.” 

Mahfouth Abu Mayalleh, from Hebron, 
said “we have lost a dear father and no 


one in the whole world is like him. He was 
everything to us.” 

Ziyad Harridan Ben Amer who came 
from Irbid said "he was a symbol of the 
noble man. Therefore, despite my illness I 
insisted to say farewell to our King." 

Mali mod Nassir. Dimithan Al-Majali's 
driver, said “all 1 can say is that he was 
very modest. God bless his pure soul." 

Hanan, translator from the French crew, 
said “I am so upset that nothing I say can 
express my real feelings." 

Ahmad Saleh, tending to a leg that was 
hurt when he fell as the funeral of late 
King Hussein passed by said. “God bless 
A1 Hussein's soul. Hussein you are in the 
heart of everyone in this world.” 

As a cortege drove past the hundreds of 
thousands of people, mother lost her 5- 
year old daughter. Raya Wnrdat, in the 
crowd. “My grief and sadness made me 
unable to look after my little girl." 

Abu Klialid Al-Gimzawi, a sevenry-two- 
year-old man, came from the West Bank 
to pay last respects to the late King. 

Abu Klialid expressed his emotions 
with rearFul eyes saying "it is a big loss 
not only for Jordan or the Arabs, but for 
the whole world. We all pray that God 
may rest his soul in peace.” 

Saba Ziadat said, "the death of King 
Hussein is a big loss to Arabs and to the 
whole world. Words can never express 
our sadness.” 

"We hope that the new leadership will 
fallow in the same footsteps of the late 
King," Saha added. 

Mohammed Ahmed, a 10-year-old boy, 
said as he wept “I love King Hussein and I 
am very sad for his death.” 

Na'ima Abdul Fattah, who came from 
Karak said, "We lost the most precious 
person in our life. Hussein was the father 
and the brother of all Jordanians." 

Mdallala Abdul Aziz said, “there is no 
one and there will never be anyone like 
AI-Hussein. M 

Yassein Al So’ud said, “if I lost my soul 
it would be so much easier than losing 
the great King Hussein." 

"King Hussein is, a legend, his body left 
us but his soulTemains with us forever. AI- 


Hussein is the man of the cenluiy, j 
human above all,” Mouiu Faouri.- said. 

"Our hearts were broken when we a» 
the late King's funeral, It made us rwliR 
that we will never see him again, ft 
started remembering his accomplish- 
nients mid the great changes lie intro- 
duced in Jordan or even the who!: 
world." Mohammad Qaraman, said. 

"The world has lost the greatest ma* 
the peace maker and the top politic:' 
man. Our hearts are filled with pain an! 
sorrow," an 11 -year-old boy Zaid & 
Shawabkeh said. 

"My family and l were- very sad arJ 
were lost when we saw the late Kings 
funeral, but we are Muslims, we believeb 
God and destiny, King Hussein built rfo 
country and he wants us to continue wh* 
lie started, so we must stand united® 
help King Abdullah do everything for out 
country, its economy and work Tor 
peace," Abdul Latif Ibhcr, said. 

All Fayad, an employee at one o' 
Amman’s hotels, who have been worlo^ 
day and night in order to offer the , 
and international delegations the best# 
Jordanian hospitality said “unfoitun*^ 
we did not have the chance to leave d* , 
guests to attend the funeral. But we W 
praying to God from here.” 

"It is a big loss not only forjordan®* , 
but for everyone who believes in ; 
He was not King by title only, biit-aisbw ; 
his personality. He knew the way w W* j 
people's hearts. The late King' 
extended his hand to the needy. May.®* 
rest his soul in peace," said IbrahiinAjP’ 
Musmar. j 

“Like any other Jordanian; m V 
full of sadness and there arenoworw. 
express what we are going through, s® • 
Abdullah Younis. • -v/yVj.j 

"The late King was the fatheM^ 
brother and the best friend td ^veWjj* 
Arab and International delegation* 
from all over the world to pay hjnjjn 
last respects. It is God's wili. May Cpdffl 
his soul ip peace,” said Ali 
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DIPLOMATIC CORPS SHARE GRIEF WITH 

THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN 


Statement of United States Ambassador to 
Jordan William J. Bums on the Death of King 
Hussein. 

On behalf of President Clinton and the people 
of the United States l extend to the people of 
Jordan our deepest condolences on the loss of His 
Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal. 

President Clinton spoke from his heart when he 
said of His Majesty that he was "a dose friend, a 
wonderful human being and a champion of 
peace." His words are echoed by the all those who 
were privileged to have known His Majesty. His 
Majesty's life was marked by courage in the face 
of adversity, tireless efforts in the cause of peace 
and selfless dedication to the people of Jordan. I 
join the people of Jordan and millions of others 
the world over in mourning the death of His 
Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal, a great man who 
touched us deeply with his courage and decency. 
Chinese Ambassador Liu Paolai: 

"today we received tragically the news of the 
death of His Majesty King Hussein. We feel great 
pain for this sudden news. I would like to express 
my deepest condolences to the King of Jordan, 
government and people for the death of His 
Majesty. In fact, he was a great King who loved 
world peace. He had been King for 46 years dur- 
ing which he worked earnestly day and night, 
exerting great effort without hesitation in build- 
ing and leading the country and keeping it united, 
and enhancing its national, economic, and educa- 
tional aspects, and to raise the Jordanian people's 
quality of life. During his reign the Jordanian peo- 
ple have made great achievements. He lifted 
Jordan from poverty to make it a flourishing coun- 
try. When we mention the advancement of Jordan 
we must remember His Majesty for all the peo- 
ple's achievements. 

In addition, he had worked unsparingly to push 
Arab nations toward unity. He had attended many 
summits and played an important role in their suc- 
cess, Also, he exerted great effort to mobilize the 
peace process, especially when he personally 
attended the peace talks at Wye River, and conse- 
quently he heralded a lot of praise from the inter- 
national community. 

His Majesty is an old and great friend of the 
Chinese people. Our people know him well 
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because he had visited China twice in '82 and '83, 
which contributed to enhancing Jordanian- 
Chlnese relations. 

This is a sad day indeed, and I am positive that 
Jordanians can turn their grief into strength and 
make greater strides in the reign of His Majesty 
King Abdullah. 

Indian Ambassador Her Chercn Sing 
Dhody: 

“The entire Indian population was shocked and 
pained to learn about the sad demise of His 
Majesty the King. India and Jordan enjoy excellent 
bilateral relations in the political and economic 
fields, and this is to a large extent to the diplo- 
macy of His Majesty King Hussein. 

South Korean Ambassador Lee Kyung 
Woo: 

"This is a great loss of a great leader. He con- 
tributed a lot to the peace process in the region 
and he is a man of high standard." 

Reaction-The Ambassador of the Republic of 
Tbricey. 

I would like to inform you that Tlirkey is sorry 


for the great loss ot His Majesty King I lussein. The 
Turkish government lias taken a decision to half- 
mast its national flag starting from this afternoon 
until tomorrow evening. 

The lltrkisli media are covering the sad event in 
Amman. 

I am sorry for the great loss not for the 
Jordanians only, but for all peace loving people in 
the world. 

I want to .assure people In His Majesty* legacy 
and wisdom will continue to guide the country. 
And [ am sure that the new King Abdullah will fol- 
low in his father's footsteps. 

I convey my deep condolences to the 
Hashemite family and the Jordanian people. 
Embassy of the State of Qatar-Amman. 

To the righteous soul will be said. "Oh thou” in 
complete rest and satisfaction, come back thou to 
thy Lord, well pleased "thyself" and well-pleasing 
unto Him. Enter thou. then, among My devotees 
and Yea, enter thou My heaven. 

Tlie Ambassador of The State of Qatar, Al 
Sheikh Fahd Bin Jassim Bin Abdullah Al Thani 


expresses his sheerest sorrow and sympathy to 
the generous Hashemite family and the people of 
jni dan on the loss or His Majesty King Hussein. 
We pledge God The Almighty i»i preserve his soul 
in pe.ue and blessings. 

May God the All Mighty grant the Hashemite 
and the Jordanian family the patience and the sta- 
mina to cope. 

May God bless you Al Beit 


by ARAB DAILY REPORTERS 


Tunisian First Lady 
Condoles Queen Noor 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 

I have learned with great sorrow the sad news 
on the death of your husband His Majesty King 
Hussein Bin Talal. 

1 extend to you in this sad and gloomy circum- 
stances my consolidation, pledging God the all 
mighty to keep His soul in peace. 

For God we are, To him we return. 

Laila Bin Ali ___ 
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T he death of Jordan's Hussein at 
63 marks the end of a remark- 
able life - and the passing of an 
era in Middle East politics. 

It wasn't much of a Kingdom, and 
at First he didn't seem like much of a 
King. Jordan, it was often said, had 
been created in the back scat oT a 
cab by Winston Churchill, the British 
colonial secretary, one Sunday after- 
noon in 1921 . The desolate country 
had no oil and not enough water, 
and it would soon have too many 
people. 

Hussein Bin 'lalal was not yet 18 
when he was given the Jordanian 
crown. His enemies tried to kill him 
by scrating his home, shooting at bis 
plane, poisoning his food and 




THE ARAB UAILY9 FEBRUARY 1999 



by EVAN THOMAS & CHRISTOPHER DICKEY 
putting acid in his nose drops. But 
for 4G years his reign survived, until 
lymphatic cancer finally caught up 
with him. On Sunday around noon 
the King was pronounced dead in 
Amman. 

President Bill Clinton and dozens 
of other heads of stare attended' 
King Hussein's burial. He will be 
remembered as a force for modera- 
tion in a region of extremes, and his 


passing will be seen as an omen of 
more chaos. Atrempting to provide 
reassurances. Hussein's successor, 
Crown Prince Abdullah, 37, met with 
reporters from NEWSWEEK and 
other publications last week and 
declared, "1 am an exrensiun of His 
Majesty's outlook and His Majesty's 
beliefs.” To Americans dazed by the 
endless Middle East peace process. 
King Hussein was an attention-grab- 
bing royal - a dashing monarch mar- 
ried to a former Princeton cheer- 
leader. At the same time, he defined 
realpolitik, coexisting with 
Palestinian terrorists. Islamic funda- 
mentalists and the state of Israel, 
even while on the CIA payroll. 

How did Hussein manage to 



become so reveled .ind suv so nim- 
ble? At 5 leel -I, he W.ls novel p.ulu- 
nlnrly prepossessing. Ills posture 
was rigid, and he g reeled visiims 
with tin exaggeialed deleieme. tail- 
ing them "Sir'' wiih .hi Ar.iluan- 
Harrow accent, lie was some limes 
accused of imlecisivcncss. Bin In- 
had a keen sense <>l when lo switch 
partners, and how in snv one iliing 
while doing another. A NEWSWEEK 
correspondent recalls visiting 
Hussein's palace (nuxlesl l>v Middle 
East standards) during tile gull war 
in 1991 . Past the black-g.irhed 
palace guards, with thcii c. lived dag- 
gers and antique l ilies. Hussein lived 
in British clubman's cumloir wiili a 
large library ol American movie 
videos. One well-used cassette ne.ii 
the VCR was “The Godfalhei.” 

Throughout his lile, Hussein stud- 
ied the uses of power and heti.iy.il in 
a violent world. Ilis lirst and great- 
est lesson came when, at the age "I 
15, he watched his ginndlarhei die 
from an assassin's bullet. Young 
Hussein was the favuiiie ol King 
Abdullah of the House ol llashem. 
lie was taught that the llasliemih-s 
were the diieil deveitdanis of the 
Piophet. sworn to piuieci the holy 
places ol Islam, li was a dangi-iuiis 
business, and a Palest inian extremist 
moil ally wounded King Abdullah as 
rhe monarch was enu-iing the Al 
Aqsn Mosque in Jerusalem in 1951. 
The assassin shot young Ihissein. 
rno, bill the hullel glanced oil a 
medal on his cliesi. 

Hussein said lie would always 
remember the sight of the King's 
advisers llecing in (ear. It was "a 
constant reminder ol the h.iiliv of 
political devotion," Hussein lain 
wrote. 

Hussein spent his early career try- 
ing not in gel lost in the shill ini', 
sands ol Middle East politics. Pac ked 
off to Harrow and Sandhurst in 
England, where lie was nicknamed 
the “Brazen Hussy" I'm his gaudy 
dress uniforms, Hussein was humglii 
back and given the Hashemite crown 
in 1953 after his father had to abdi- 
cate. 

For a time, Hussein toadied up to 
the British - until the ami-colonial, 
Pan-Arabist movement of Egypt's 
Carnal Abdel Nasser swept through 
the region in the lace '50s and ‘60s. 
In 1967, Hussein was conned into 
joining the Arab-lsraeli war. (Nasser 
lied to Hussein, relling him that 
three quarters of the Israeli Air Force 
had been destroyed; actually, rhe 
Egyptian Air Force had been wiped 
out.) 

Israel triumphed and Jordan lost 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 
Hussein was called a fool. Had he 
not joined the conflict, however, he 
might have been deposed by Arab 
nationalists. 

As It was, Hussein had to flip-flop 


AMMAN (R) — King 1 1' I' ■>" ing a H.S. 
(.mol ding, and living h-nu in .i uiiic.il 
(■imliiitH) mi i lull mW. won .■ K-puui'nu 
* a sitrviviir .liter -17 vent' ruling "lie nf 
the Middle Last's pic 

I'olk .wuig is a summary "I lln* uuhnkiii 
|ik- nl .i man thrust "ill" die wmlil stage 
.ud teenager hv an assassin's liilk-i. wlm 
half his kingdom to war wiili Israel, 
wntved a hmial civil war and niiim-iuii-; 
.I'.s.iiduatioii attempls. mui tied lour limes 
,iiid l-ec.ime one ol die World s longest 
reiuiiing mnn.ndis and ended his i aiver as 
nil'll die leptiliUinn of lhe wmlds niosr 
|iMiiineiil peacenwkeis: 

November 14, 1935 - Hussein bin lalal 
liuiii in Amman lo a Hashemite dynasty 
tr.ii iiig desceiir In.' in the Prophet 
Miili.mmi.nl- Hussein's gre.n-gr.iixl father. 
Mm if Hussein bin Ali ol Mecca, led die 
pK.i British-hacked Arab Revolt against 
Otmmanmle. . 

1%4 - Britain's maiul.ite over Emirate ■ >1 
Tcans-lmdan ends and Hussein’s giandla- 
llier, EinirAbduiyi.is declined king. 

1948 State nlTsmel created in British- 
iii.ii xlaied Palestine. Hundreds ol lliou- 
s.iiiilsnf Palestinian a'liigees pour into the 
1'ird.in 

April 1950- West Rank becomes pai l "I 
liiulan. 

|uly 2 . 1951 - King Ahdulliih slml dead 
al tile entrance to Al-Aqsa mosque in 
k-iiisalem by a Palestinian gunman. 

I iliwii-year-old Hussein, standing ai his 
jirandfjilier's side, survives. Ollicinl 
l'i»r4rapliies say a bullet is del lea ed by a 
medal over his hearr. 

"Un that teirible day...l learned die 
importance ufdc-alh: dial when you Iwve 
ta die. you die, lor it is God's judgement. 
Only thus have 1 found the particular inner 
Peace granted tu llwse who do not lear 
deatli." hewiote in his ■tinobiugr.iphy. 

August II, 1952- Hussein pmclainied 
king alter his lather, T.ilal, declared med- 
ically unlit to rule. 

May 3. 1953 - King I lusseiii assumes 
consiimtioiial powers on his 1 8th bii did.iy 
accoiding to Muslim calendar. 

April 19, 1955 - Marries Mvnif.i Dina 
Abdul Hamid, a disianr cousin seven veal's 
his senior. They dK'orce a year later after 
binh of a daughter, /Mia. 

December 1955 - Cabinet resigns and 
rioting breaks out against Hussein’s plan 
to join pro-Western Baghdad Pact 
opposed by Egypt's President Gamal 
Abdul-Nasser. 

March 1, 1956 • Responding to growing 
pan-Arab mmblings, Hussein replaces Ids 
British army commander Lieutenant- 

• Ge[ icralJohn Clubb ("Glubb Pasha"). One 

, ^* *“*«'» AnBlo-jorf^n 


again. Iiispussesn-d Palestin-: 
pom i-<l mil. Iurd .111 until they fw 
a Mau- wiihin a state. Avoiding i 
to lake on the violent PaleR. 
Liberal ion Organization, Hu* 
diihvied. Finally, in the so-ol 
lll.uk Nepiemher uprising of 15 : 
Hussein drove the Pl.O from Amir, 

When i he Arab nations ganged, 
on Im.icI <uue more in 1 973. Hurt:, 
c-veiu-d Hie score for getting «.j. 
ered in 1%7. Hussein spent tiler.. 
iwii decades dickering with f 
Palest iniaus and Israel. No pur: 
nein modus vivendi was adiicv: 
but Hussein stayed on his ihrenr 

Unlike some Middle East ir 
aichs. Hussein was never proflig. 
lie lemenihered tli.it as a child * 
had io .sc-ll Iris bicycle to help L. 
.lin e the palace accounts ol r 
House ol Hashein. lie didr 
imbibe, and he matched Ilis i:- 
Row suits with traditional '• 
headdress land, at limes, cov.: 
buois). 

Saddam Hussein's invasion 
Kuwait in I ‘190 tested the Joid* 
King's agility. The Iraqi suwij* 
Win. veiv I'opular in tlx- sued- 
Aiiuimii, and king Ihissein coal 
all md lo join lhe Aiah-Anw 
alii. nice to drive Saddam om 
Kuwait, lhe Western press wi-' 
ol criiici.sin. How could Hussein- 
with Baghdad/ But then tlicctiu- 
began to quiet down. One R*' 
Queen Noor hosted small din 
and coltees for Western jouro?' 
to help them understand H 
dilemma. 

All thioiigh the war. I’resi: 
t.enige Hush well imdf« p - 
Ihissein would lx* critical w h- 
ineiing mil a long-term P^" 
pence. The King embraced Ike '• 
ol pence maker. In 1994. Jon- 
signed a formal peace agretir^ 
with Israel. Alter his friend Is* 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabm^ 
assassinated in 1 995. Hussein ^ 
end me snubs and double-ch- 
imin the government of ^ 
Netanyahu. But he kept faith, w- 
seven Israeli schoolgirls were -. 
tiered by a Jordanian soldier 1 " 
the King asked forgiveness ; 
victims' families. 

His most dramatic in ter t ,,2 
came last 


- - . alh treaty uf 1946. 

salvage a peace e ^ iky April 1957 - Army officers sympathetic 


a,,d ^ Syria prepare lo surround 

Hussein had iKcnstndM^; Amman and seize royal palace but 


phatic caucer. Gaunt and - 

front chemotherapy. he * 
from the Mayo Clinic ^ 

at the Wye Plantation in 
At the signing ceremony, ^ 

stern instruction were at ^ 
of this success.’’ • 

With JOSEPH 
Amman and bureau repot 


Clinton said that Hussein s 
commitment, wisdom. 


bedouin troops stay loyal to Hussein. 

' miy chief dismissed. Martial law 
declared. 

February 1958 - Merger ofkingdoms of 
Jordan and Iraq. Five months later 
usseins cousin King Faisal of Iraq is killed 
"Uoup in Baghdad. 

October 1958 - Hussein, heading for 
wiizeriand, is intercepted by Syrian jets 
. 10 ,r Y to force his plane Into tlte ground 
ln '™* ^ * aler described as “the narrow- 


est escape from death 1 have ever had.' 

May 1959 • Army chief of staff Major 
General Sadek Sheraa tried and sentenced 
to death for trying to overthrow Hussein. 

August i960 - Prime Minister Hazza 
Majaii killed by bomb placed in his office 
by Syrian agents. Hussein briefly mobilises 
forces on Syrian border. Ttoo palace staff 
admit to trying to kill Hussein with Syrian 
backing, one by putting arid in his nose- 
drops and another by poisoning his food. 

1961 - Hussein marries Antoinette 
Gardner, daughter of British anny officer. 
They have two sons, Abdullah and Feisal, 
and two daughters, Zein and Aisha, but 
divorce in 1973. 

1963 - Iraq, Syria and Egypt announce 
planned union, prompting riots by sup- 
porters in Jordan. 

1966 - Israel's destruction of West Bank 
village of Samu. In retaliation for 
Palestinian raid, provokes more riots. 

June 1976 - Israel captures West Bank, 
including holy dty of Jerusalem, in the Six 
Day War. Jordan gains 200,000 more 

Palestinian refugees. 

June 1970 - Gunmen open fine on 


Hussein's car outside Amman as he heads 
to scene of clash between Jordanian forces 
and increasingly powerful Palestinian 
Tedayeen" guerrillas. 

September 1970 - Hussein's convoy 
ambushed again. Palestinians hijack 
planes to Amman, blowing them up in 
spectacular defiance which grabs world 
attention. Syrian tanks Invade Jordan but 
retrear after three days. Jordanian army 
enters Amman to wipe out fedayeen and 
thousands are killed or wounded in full- 
scale dvil war known as Black September. 

1971 - Remaning guerrillas arc flushed 
out of Amman and northern towns, 
Hussein's Prime Minister Vtosfi Tell shot 
dead by "Black September" gunmen in 
Cairo. 

1972 * Attempted military coup by 
Major Rafeh Hindawi thwarted. Hussein 
marries Alia Toukan, a Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin. They have a son. Ali and 
a daughter, Haya. Alia is killed in a heli- 
copter crash In 1977. 

1974 • Hussein, who had retained 
administrative links over West Bank 
Palestinians, reluctantly accepts decision 


by Arab leader:, proclaiming tile* Palestine 
Liberation Organisation IPI.OJ as "sole 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinians. 

1978 - Hussein marries for a fourth time 
io Lisa Halaby, an American of Syrian 
descent renamed Queen Noor. They have 
two sons, Hamza and Hashem. and two 
daughters, lman and Raiyah. 

1988 - Hussein announces Jordan's dis- 
engagement from West Bank, ending 
financial support, cutting administrative 
links and paving way for Paiesiinians to 
declare their own state. 

1989 - Riors over economic liardships in 
smith Jordan prompt Hussein to announce 
first general election in two decades. 

1990 - Hussein, seen as traditional 
friend ortlie West, upsets United States 
and Britain by refusing to support military 
action against Iraq following its invasion oF 
Kuwait. Tens of thousands flee Kuwait and 
Iraq to Jordan. 

1992 - Hussein is treated in United 
States for cancer. 

1994 - Jordan signs peace treaty with 
Israel, ending the official stale of war and 


achieving Hussein's "liillihnviil 'ft a 
dream". 

I99S ■ Hussein is treated in the United 
States for lymphatic cancer. 

January 1999 • Hussein makes tri- 
umphant homecoming alter six months of 
cancer treatment declaring himself aired. 
He sacks Crown Prince Hassan. bis heir of 
34 years, replacing him with bis eldest son 
Abdullah. One day after replacing Hassan 
he Hies back for urgent treatment to the 
United States. 

February 4, 1999 - Officials announce 
Hussein has suffered Internal organ failure 
and is flying home in critical condition. 

February 5 - Hussein arrives back in 
Jordan and is put on a life support machine 
after ali major organs apart from his heart 
failed. A royal source pronounced him 
dose to death. 

February 6 * The King remains uncon- 
scious on live life support machine and his 
son Prince AlxluUah is appointed as 
Regent. 

fcbnmiy 7 - King Hussein pronounced 
dead. 
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IORDAN'S EMBASSY IN 
LONDON OPENS 
A BOOK OF CONDOLENCES 
FLAGS AY HALF-MAST AT 
SANDHURST FOR HUSSEIN 

SANDHURST (AFP) — The British national flag the Union 
Jack was flown at half-mast Monday at the Royal Military 
Academy at Sandhurst in commemoration of King 
Hussein, a fqnner cadet. 

The King attended the training base West of London 
for five months in 1952-53. 

A Sandhurst spokesman said prayers were also said 
for Hussein on Sunday at the Cadets' dwpel service, and 
the base's commanding officer, Major General Arthur 
Benaro, is in Amman with the British delegation for the 
funeral. . 

King Hussein kept strong links with the academy after 
he left, sending four of his children to train there. Includ- 
ing the new monarch King Abdullah and the new Crown 
Prince Hamza, and returning to visit himself a number of' 
times. 

He once described his experiences at the academy as 
some of the most formative in his life. 

Prince Hamza. IS. has returned home from Sandhuret 
for his father's funeral and the base spokesman said It 
Was not known whether lie Would return to complete 
his studies. 

On Sunday, a Union Jack was flown at half-mast over 
Buckingham Palace, only the third time it has done so in 
the history of tlie British royal family. 

The flag was previously flown :at half-mast for the 
funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, in September 1997, 
and then again on the first anniversary of her death, in a 
Paris car crash on August 31.1 997. 

Elsewhere in London, a hook of condolences was 
opened at the Jordanian embassy; where a steady stream 
of mourners has been arriving since King Hussein died 
on Sunday. 

Ambassador Fuad Aytnib, who was also the King’s per- 
sonal press serretaiy for 1 years, 'was greeting visitors 
personally on the embassy steps. 

"It is hard for all Jordanians because it’s not like losing 
a King, it's like losing a father,” he : $aid, . 


AID TO JORDAN 


AMMAN (R) — British Prime Minister Tony Biair 
praised King Hussein on Monday as a coura- 
geous and humble peacemaker who left a lega- 
cy of international goodwill for his strategic 
desert kingdom. 

Blair, speaking in Jordan hours before the 
Middle East's longest-serving ruler was due to 
be buried, said King Hussein's deatli on Sunday 
created a vacuum in tin* Middle Cast but would 
not trigger a major crisis. 

"You can't replace him hut you can build on 
the foundations lie laid." Blair told Reuters in an 
interview. “One of the legacies of King Hussein 
is to leave for Jordan and for his successor that 
sense of goodwill." 

Blair said Britain was looking to fellow the 
lead of the United States, which pledged S3Q0 
million in additional military and economic aid 
to Jordan as it goes through a difficult transition 
and faces a serious economic slowdown. 

Economic woes have in the past been the 


isein 


spark for unrest in the kingdom's poorest 
southern regions. 

"We will be looking at what we can do in 
terms of economic help and the very strong 
defence relationship that there is between 
-Britain and Jordan," Blair said. 

Biair said Jordan's new King Abdullah "carries 
with him the goodwill of everyone", adding that 
the 37-year-old major-general shared many 
characteristics of his father. 

Blair, rite last world leader to see Hussein 
before his dentil, said: "I will remember him 
obviously for.Jiis courage, his integrity, his ded- 
ication to the peace process. 

"Most of all I will remember him as one of the 
kindest, most gentle, most decent people I ever 
met... He was always humble, very very polite to 
everybody." Blair said. 

The arrival of leaders from more than /j™ 
countries for Monday's funeral ceremony was 
more than a diplomatic curtsy. 


"This will be a personal statement on behalf 
nl the leaders there... There will be a genuine 
sense of personal loss." lie said. "Certainly I fed 
that." 

“The feelings ol all leaders who knew King 
Hussein well will he those of sadness, mixed 
witli a very great sense of honour, at haying i 
known such a remarkable man, such a decern \ 
mail, such a kind and gentle man." • 

Blair said Britain would not alter its policy 
towards President Saddam Hussein, leader of 
Jordan’s eastern neighbour Iraq. U.S. and Briiisb 
military strikes against Iraq last December drre f 
protests in Jordan, where popular sympathy fix • 
Iraq runs high. 

"I think that people understand that our poli- 
cy towards Iraq is governed by nur desire io 
stop Saddam threatening his neighbours, not 
least those countries tli.it surround him," Blair 
said. ! 


TEXT OF FRENCH PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE TO KING ABDULLAH 


The President of the Republic 
Paris February 7th. 1999 

Your Majesty 

1 was deeply touched by the news of 
the deatli of His Majesty. King Hussein 
the First. King of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, after a long and 
courageous straggle against illness. 

1 should like to extend to you. on 
behalf of the French people and 
myself, my greaL sympathy and condo- 
lences which I should like ro convey to 
the Jordanian people . 

You not only lost a fadier. but also a 
king. Tlie void which was left will be 
great to Jordan, the Hashemite family 
and your citizens, whom I share with 
tlie deepest sorrow, it is also a great 
loss to the region and the world. 

I should like here to salute the 
immense voice in the service of peace 
which is silenced today. I should like to 
express to you France's high esteem 
for the man of state and to the one 
wlw never ceased to prefer dialogue 
to confrontation and reconciliation to 
exacerbation of tensions with 
courage, determination and 
vision.TIiis man of peace was also an 
embodiment to the whole Jordanian 
nation. He was able with power, deter- 
mination and patience tu add to the 
achievements or his grandfather, the 
late King Abdullah in order tu build his 
cmmrry and transform his nation inro 
a progressive, powerful and peace-lov- 
ing nntion.l. and on behalf of all the 
Fiench people, bow in respect of his 
memory, and convey to the Jurdanian 
people the sentiments of friendship 
and consnlid.it ion. 

His Majesty King Hussein is . no 
longer among us. but his message 


shall remain and his achievements are 
a source of inspiration to all of ns. 
Before all he is an example of courage. 
History would not have proceeded if 
there was no such Men uf State like 
him who could surpass doubts and 
prejudice of the pasr. He. may God 
rest his soul, believed in peace and 
wanted it inevitable. 

Your Majesty. 

Peace in your region is an inevitable 
issue in an atmosphere of political sta- 
bility and economical development. 

Tlie absence of His Majesty the King 
must be a chance for all of us to reaf- 
firm our mutual desire in the continu- 
ation and the determination of the 
quest for peace to which His Majesty 
dedicated his life. His Majesty the King 
knew that the enemies of yesterday. 
Arabs and Israelis, became partnei-s 
today and that the solid cooperation 


will allow tlie building of the basis of 
the Middle Fast of tomorrow. He has 
showed us the road by signing the 
1994 peace agreement. This work or 
his lias inspired the whole world. 

France stands in this ordeal on the 
side of the Hashemite Kingdum of 
Jordan for rhe sake of irs stability and 
progress. France will not stop working 
in the region in order tu achieve rec- 
onciliation which his Majesty greatly 
desired. Today, I convey to Jordan, dur- 
ing its moments of national mourning, 
this message of support, hope anil 
trust in its future. 

Your Majesty, 

Please accept my feelings ofgreat sym- 
pathy and my highest esteem and 
friendship in this very sad ordeal. 

Jacques Chirac 



The President of the Republic v _ 

Paris February 7th, 1999 
Your'Majesty, . • 

With deep sojtow, I received the news of the pass- 
ing away of His Majesty. King Husseln the First. He 
was an example to all leaders of the woijd In his 
exceptional devotion hi the service of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan and the Jordanian people. ' ‘ 
Your husband was a man with a great love for 
peace. The effect which he. left in history and his 
biography are the best witness as to that: His deter- 
minatiun and courage as the head of the Kingdom, 
and in facing sickness, had deeply touched the 
hearts of the French people Just as much as the 
Jordanians. The distinguished role; that :his Majesty 
King Hussein has played In order to calm the ten- 


sions in the Middle East will remain the 
will be preserved by coming generation? 
time, • v 

Allow me, your Majesty to salute aj^pLybjir 
tipn alongside ]iis Majesty the ; King;.Btid ypjf 
stant support to His .Majesty ^'n; ^ 
well as in those very pqjnfitl- clrciimsran^sV;.^' r 
My grief reflects the grief of the Prebch 'pepP 1 ?' *. 
coiivey sympathy dri behalf 'of rfiyself/ftd royfj e j$ 
to your Majesty. your Chlldrdn ahd tp ftlj^ti;^^ 
this exceptional man of stafeVrid to the fetherof^. 
Jordanian-family. , ' . / ' . *~.Y/r 
Yotir Majesty, again I* extend - to 
sympathy with riiy sincere frj Ofidslliji-:' 
cruel ordeal.-' : • '/-s l \- ... 

. Jacques Chirac. - '/■ ■ ' =’!•; •":? 
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LONDON (R) — Jordan's friends lined 
upon Monday to offer economic .lid to 
help ensure a smooth transition in the 
kingdom following the death from can- 
cer or King Hussein. 

Anxious to show support for a 
lynchpin in the Middle East peace 
process, the United States, Britain and 
Japan all pledged help for Jordan, 
which is labouring under a heavy debt 
burden, a big budget deficit and slow 
growth. 

"We will be looking at what we can 
do in terms of economic help and the 
very strong defence relationship that 
there is between Britain and Jordan.” 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair told 
Reuters in Amman hours before King 
Hussein was buried. 

Blair said Britain wanted to take its 
me from the United Stares, which 


pledged S3fW million in extra military 
and economic aid to Jordan as it goes 
through a difiicuh transition under 
King Abdullah. Hussein's eldest son. 

Clinton said Washington would sup- 
port a substantial rescheduling of 
Jordan’s goveninient-to-govcninient 
debts through the Paris Club of credi- 
tor nations on the basis of a new 
International Monetary Fmid (IMF) 

programme. 

Tlie IMF's current S331 million loan 
programme with Amman expires this 
month, and the fund’s managing direc- 
tor, Michel Camdessus, promised at 
the weekend to speed the pace ol 
negotiarions on a new package to 
boost the struggling economy. 

“Over many years, tlie Kingdom of 
Jordan and the IMF have developed a 
very close and productive relaiinnshni. 


We will take every possible step m 
maintain and strengthen it," lie said. 

Economists said a new three-year 
IMF extended fund facility would pro- 
vide Jordan more rlian S ISO million a 
year and pave the way for Paris Club 
governments m reschedule their 
debts. 

Jordan grew briskly from 1992 to 
1994 as an estimated 300.000 wurkeis 
returned from lire- Gulf and ploughed 
their savings into the economy- I he 
return followed Iraq s invasion of 
Kuwait and the 1990-9 L Gulf war. 

But the boom petered out and out- 
put actually shrank last year, the worst 
performance since 1989, according to 
independent economists. I he budget 
deficit grew to U> percent and foreign 
debt rose to SS8.fi billion by the end of 
October from $53 f> billion at tlie end 


m ft 


ol 1997. 

Clint on. wlm said Washington was 
working with key jllics to mobilise 
extra resources, added that Ionian 
could also expect additional help from 
the World Bank. 

| spun, although mired in its deepest 
recession in half a century, pledged to 

continue its economic support. 

”\s Japan is the largest donor to 
lnrd.ni and the stability of Jordan itself 
will lead m peace in the Middle Fast . I 
think it is impoit.int for |apuii to play a 
major role." Japanese Prime Minister 
Keizo Oluidri told lepmteis In? line 
heading Inr Amman. 

Saudi Arabia also said il was consid- 
ering extra aid. 

"We are discussing with loidniian 
olllcials the best way ro suppott the 
|< trduui.ui ci «»iii mu V ui a cniiliiiiiatioii 



of what tire kingdom had given to 
Jordan." Finance Minisiei Ibrahim 
Abdul Aziz Al Ass.il was quoted by ilte 
(iHici.il Saudi Press Agency ISPAI as say- 
ing. 

Econo niic woes have in the past 
been the spark I'm unrest in Jordan's 
poorest southern regions, and econo- 
mists said financial markets would he 
alert in any signs of political tension 
dining the transition. 

lint Hen KuiUl. an emeiging markets 
strategist with HSBC in London, said 
lie was sanguine. 

“We aie unlikely u» see any great 
changes in policy, either economic or 
political." Riulcl said. "We don't see any 
problems eiupling on the near Iron- 


YELTSIN LEAVES LATE 
FUNERAL EARLY, HOLDS I 
WITH CLINTON, CHIRAC I 

... . iui. I... r.-niMis from illness. 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) — President Boris 
feltsin feft the Jordanian capital for 
Moscow on Monday after attending only 
parr of the funeral ceremonies for King 
Hussein, the Interfax news agency report- 
etl from Amman. • ; 


Yeltsin surprised the Russian political s 
establishment by embarking on the four- li 
and-a-half hour flight to Jordan despite an a 
air travel ban imposed by doctors treating 
th e acme ulcer which forced him into hos- t 

pital last month. I 

Rut the health gamble appeared to have . 

backfired, reporters within tlie grounds of ( 
the Ragliad.tn palace complex where the 

funeral was raking place saymgr. at Veits., 

Tailed to file past the coffin like other 
world leaders. 

Yeltsin arrived in a car tnits.de the 
throne room but left again some 30 min- 
utes later. The Interfax news agency later 
.aid the Russian leader had lelt for the air- 
port and was to return to Moscow. 

parlier, a smiling, ruddy Telism. 68. had 
gingerly descended the steps or Ins official 
plane supported hy Ins wife Natl.a, wtth 

aides ill close attendance. 

However, pictures broadcast on Fjisaa 
television showed Yeltsin looking stiff and 
robot -like, and other journalists in Amman 
said Yeltsin had to be helped by two mdcs 
as he walked slowly up the steps ol the 

Raghadan palace for rhe fu J er *Jj 
Mondays snap visit marks. Yeltsin s first . 
trip abroad in four months. Kremlin doc- 
tors having slapped a three-mont v .g 
ban on the Russian leader after his January 

17 hospitalization with a large blec g 
‘"me Russian leader Is fdnd of springing 


surprises when lie returns from illness, n 
habit analysts say Yeltsin has dec eloped as 
n way uf reasserting his autlinniv. 

The Russian president met liis US coun- 
terpart Bill Clinton and oilier leaders tor 
brief talks ahead of the funeral, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported, quoting 
Clinton as saying that Yeltsin looked well. 

A Kremlin spokeswoman said Yeltsin and 
Chirac had discussed the diplomatic drive 
now underway in France to bring peace to 
the troubled Serbian province of Kosovo. 

Russia is a member of the six-nation 
Contact Group on former Yugoslavia trying 
tn broker a peace deal between the Serbs 

and ethnic Albanians. 

Yeltsin also discussed with Chirac his 
planned state visit to France, postponed 
lust month because uf the Russian lender s 
latest illness. No new date has yet been 
fixed. 

Yeltsin’s conversation with Clinton 
focused on planned talks between Russian 
Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov and U.S 
Vice-President Al G»re due in Match 
Interfax news agency said. 

Yeltsin also spoke with Palestinian 
’ , ea( | er Yasser Arafat and Italian President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, wild plans to visit 
i Moscow in March. 
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SCENES FROM 

THE FUNERAL 
OF KING 
HUSSEIN 


AMMAN (AP) — A powerful sign of King 
Hussein’s popularity was the sheer diversity of 
the mourners on Amman’s streets. 

Old men in traditional Arab robes chatted 
with young men in baseball caps. Women in 
Bedouin dresses stood next to their daughters 
in Western clothes, and bearded men carrying 
Korans mingled with women wearing gold 
crosses. 

Jordan is often thought of as a country of 
Bedouins and Palestinians, many of them 
refugees from wars with Israel. 

But mixed into its population of 3.8 million 
people are Christians • mainly Roman Catholics 
and Greek Orthodox - Circassian and Chechen 
immigrants, Iraqi refugees and Armenian mer- 
chants. 

Circassians serve as the King’s palace guard 
and played a prominent part in the state funer- 
al Monday, small girl cautiously approached the 
gates to the palnce compound. She carried a 
small photograph of the King clipped from a 
newspaper and decorated with bits of lace and 
colored paper. She placed it at the foot or the 
gate pf the Raghdan Palace then darted back 


into the crowd milling on the streets after il* 
funeral procession. j 

A palace guard picked up die huntol 
farewell. He smiled and tucked in his pods. 
The estimated 800,000 people who turned u'. 
for the King's funeral procession marked die | 
most ever in the streets of Amman, a city ihai 
numbered just 30.000 when the King loci’ 
power in 1952. Today, it has 1.2 million people. 

"See everyone coining, see everyone's facetf. 
asked 17-year-old Osama Safi. "There's no ok . 
who is not sad today." 

Some of the most heart-wrenching scenes d; 
grief came from the Bedouin women who iw- 
cled from the desert for the King’s funeral. It 
father, my father,” they shouted, their hands t 
rhe air. “You were our most precious." The Kb 
always enjoyed the unwavering support rf 
Bedouins, traditional nomads who long inhal- 
ed Jordan's desert expanse. 

The King treared them well, helping stilt; 
many of them and providing for their educatin' • 
They made up the core of his army, and Ac - 1 
respected his family's descent from rhe Prop!*; 
Mohammad. : 


AMERICAN-JORDANIAN 
COMMUNITY IN DETROIT 
MOURNS THE LOSS 


AUSTRALIAN PM EXPRESSES | 
PROFOUND CONDOLENCES j 

On ' receiving news of the death, or His with the Arab dally. ] ! 

Majesty King . Hussein of Jordan, There an? about ! 4000 I 


DETROIT (AP) — King Hussein of 
Jordan was remembered as a man 
of wisdom and vision who worked 
diligently for peace as many of 
the approximately 70.000 people 
of Jordanian descent living in the 
Detroit area mourned his death. 

“He will leave a vacuum in the 
area, especially In the peace 
process. He is a peacemaker,” said 
Habib Fakhouri, who Is working in 
Detroit as honorary consul gener- 
al of Jordan. He was appointed to 
his diplomatic position by the lare 
King Hussein. 

Fakhouri, who traveled to 
Jordan with Governor John Engler 
iq 1997 to meet with the late 
king, told The Oakland Press of 
Pontiac that the world has lost a 
true leader. 

Word of the .King's death 
Sunday caused many locally to 
celebrate his life and remain opti- 


mistic about Jordan's continuing 
role in bringing peace to the 
Middle East. 

“We are blessed with a vibrant 
Jordanian-American community 
that today stands with the people 
of Jordan in mourning the loss of 
this great leader," US Senator 
Spencer Abraham said, “i remem- 
ber the rime I met King Hussein, 
when he came to visit the United 
States Senate. While he had a 
gentle way, the power of his wis- 
dom and the vitality of his vision 
walked with him’." 

Osama Siblani, publisher of the 
Dearborn-based Arab American 
News, also praised the late King 
Hussein's impact on the policies 
and politics of the Middle East. 

“There is no doubt he was an 
important factor in the political 
equation of the region," which he 
termed "an unpredictable politi- 


cal swamp in which this politician 
was able to swim and survive." 

Siblani expects "a smooth tran- 
sition" for the late King Hussein's 
son and successor, the new King 
Abdullah, though King Hussein's 
death “is going to leave a vacuum 
for the mere fact that he'd been 
the center of his country's activi- 
ties. Everything revolved around 
him.” 

Siblani, who met the late King 
Hussein in Washington in 1989, 
described the late king as having 
charisma, being athletic, astute 
and genuine. 

“He was able to walk through 
political barbed wire, land mines 
and swamps that could have elim- 
inated his country, entirely," lie 
said. "There is no doubt he is the 
founder of the new Jordan as we 
see it today.” 
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iRTA (R) — Indonesian President Habibie 
Monday mourned the death of King 
rein, and said Jordanians must continue 
ing regional peace efforts. "On behalf of 
governnient and people of Indonesia, 
elf and my family, I would like to express 
deepest condolences on the death of his 
escy King Hussein," Habibie said, 
ldonesla Is the world's larget Muslim 
ion. 

The contribution of King Hussein to pre- 
ying world peace under the principle of jus- 
■ will always be remembered by the world 
nmunity and will inspire them as we enter 
21st century. 

We also believe that the people of Jordan 
I continue to play an active role in creating 
*ce and stability in the Middle East as well 
the world In general. 

May God bless the Jordanian people.” 


TM P M gyieves 

f ?r rlnn's loss 

BANGKOK (AFP) - W»» M ™ s « r Cl, ““ 

Leekpai on Monday offered his condolences! 
the people of Jonlan after the death of King 
Hussein, saying his work for peace was cher- 
ished" by all Thais. 

-Thailand lias always attached great 'T°. 
tance to the Middle East, therefore His Majesty s 
prominent role In promoting and strengthening 
peace and stability in the region will be cher 
ished by all of us here," Chuan said in a state 

m 'on Sunday Thai Foreign Minister Sunn 
Fltsuwan said he "personally adm.red Kmg 
Hussein's leading role In recent peace negofta- 
riniw between Palestine and Israel. 

The foreign ministry announced Monday that 

flags across Thailand would fly at half mast for 
three days in tribute to King Hussein. 

Afflhiin Tp |ibcin 

frIbuteS 



1ABAD (AFP) — Pakistan lowered its flag 
If-mast Monday for a day In mourning 
the death of King Hussein, 
me Minister Nawaz Sharif, accompanied 
me cabinet members, left for Amman to 
d the burial of the late Monarch. . 
ssident Mohammad RafiqTargr and Sharif 
Br sent condolence messages, to the 
y sworn in King Abdullah Ibn Hussein, 
tribute to his departed ' Father ‘ as; d 
t Arab ■ and world leader and friend -of 

IHn . ' • 


ici am’ABAD (AFP) — Afghanistan’s ruling 
Talta mili.lt. Monday offered IB condo- 
fences over the depth of Jordans King 
Hussein, praising his support for A ghans to- 
Ing the 1979-89 military occupation by the 

f0 ^^^rtmembet king Hussain's 
^nd^^S»"tlta«hanlad=, 

■'SS- - fro-":*' » 
of the mil,ta ln . touthern 

■ i^SSSSijfc- ovadlabie hate by tha 

■ „ri«ire Afahah Islalnlc Pressi: wished success 

Unfc-AMulWi. Ibn 


Hussein. . 

‘■We pray for peace lo the deponed smil .mil , 

for the success of the new king.' n said. 

Pnn^ilv rlB!ih flags ki 

m [.ftH-mast. ugrligm^al 

r f>lll ~ ns late K |nfl Jo 

si 

DHAKA (AFP) — Bangladesh flags flew at half- 
mast Monday as politicians mourned King a ' 
Hussein as a great leader and a champ.cn of r. 

P Parliament was adjourned Sunday earlier c 
than scheduled as a mark of respect to King 
Hussein and began a six-day recess, officials ^ 

^Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid, breaking the J 
news of the King's death, said: “King Hussein 
played important role in establishing peace in 

the Middle East." „ 

President Shahabuddin Ahmad said in a 
message to the new King Abdullah: “His com- 
mitment and dedication to the Middle East 
peace process earned him great admiration, 
profound love and deep respect from the 
J peace-loving people all over the world. 

' • Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wojed sent a 

B similar message to Abdullah, saying Hussein s 
* death was a- great loss For Jordanians and 
c -also to the region in particular and the 
, peace-loving people througout the world." 

Sheikh Hasina. could not attend Monday s 
r funeral as planned because of connecting 
Z ' flight problems, officials *sid. : . : 

" Main opposition leader Khaleda Zla .said 
" the King's death “is not only an - TC P a -" bl * 
he loss to the people ; of Jordon and tl>e Arab 
as world, hut also.to the Islamic Umina and to 
bn the whole world ' 




NeoaKs 

arlf t*. MP? ^tulates 
Kin^n Abdullah 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — King Birendr.i of Nepal 
expressed deep grief Monday over the death ol 
Jordan’s King Hussein, state-nm radio and televi- 
sion reported. . , 

“The peace loving people of the world will 
always cherish the memories of King Hussein s 
relentless pursuit of peace even to the last days ol 
his illustrious lire." Bireudra said in a message ol 
condolence to his son and successor King 
Abdullah. The King extended his heartfelt condo- 
lences to King Abdullah, members of the Jordanian 
Royal Family and the government and people of 
Jordan in "this hour of sorrow." 

In a separate message. King Birendra congratu- 
lated King Abdullah on his accession to the throne. 

The Nepalese monarch "wished all success and 
expressed the confidence that the coidial relations 
subsisting between the two Kingdoms will contin- 
ue to grow during his reign.' 


Kfnn sfh ttnouk pqv& 
hrimilil? t° Hussein 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — Cambodia's King 
Norodom. Sihanouk has paid “a very fenrent trib- 
ute” to Jordan's King Hussein who died Sunday; 
calling him a. great monarch who contributed 

enormously to international peace. 

“The Cambodian people, the Cambodian royal 
. family and 1 myself are extremely moved and 
profoundly saddened,” he said in a message of, 
condolences Sunday to the new King Abdullah. 

Sihanouk, 76. hailed the memory of late King 
Hussein as a Monarch yrtio made ^normqps .cou: 
tributions to the well-being of his people and 

international peace. '■ ■ : \ [ ] '"■ , ’: ;■ 
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KING HUSSEIN, IN DEATH, 
BRINGS TOGETHER SWORN FOES 


AMMAN (An*) - King Hussein, as befit- 
ting a lifetime devoted to peace, 
brought together in his death sworn 
foes such as US and Iraqi lenders as 
well ns enemies Israel and Syria to 
unite in mourning Monday. 

Syrian Presidenr Hafez Al Assad made 
a rare foray abroad for the King's 
state funeral in Amman, although 
relations between his country and 
Jordan Itself have long been strained. 
Without previous notice, he was 
among the last to fly in. after the 
funeral procession started. 

Syria blasted Jordan for signing a sep- 
arate peace treaty with Israel in 1994 
and tins since accused Amman of 
forging a military alliance with the 
Jewish state and Turkey, a charge 
denied by Jordan. 

The funeral was the first time that 
Assad was to appear in public with 
leaders of Israel, whose peace negoti- 
ations with Syria have been frozen 
since early 1996. 

Apart from the security worries, the 
occasion also posed a headache for 
Jordan's protocol officials having to 
make arrangements to ' keep apart 
Israeli and Arab leaders whose states 
have no ties. 

But despite his opposition to the 


peace process, radical Palestinian 
leader Nayef Hawatmeh broke a 
taboo and shook hands with 
Weiznian, an aide to the Israeli presi- 
dent said. 

Unlike the 1995 state funeral of slain 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
when only a handful of Arab leaders 
took part, notably King Hussein, the 
Arab world was strongly represented 
in Amman. 

Iraq, whose President Saddam 
Hussein has not traveled abroad since 
the 1991 Gulf War over Kuwait, was 
represented by Vice President Tbha 
Mohieddin Maaruf. 

Less than two months after the 
Desert Fox air war waged on Iraq by 
the United States and Britain, the 
funeral was bringing together Maaruf 
with both US President Bill Clinton 
and British Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
Former US President George Bush, 
who led a multinational coalition in 
evicting Iraq from Kuwait in the Gulf 
conflict, was also set to provide chilly 
company for Maaruf. 

And Sudan, which Is under US sanc- 
tions for its alleged links to terror- 
ism, sent its President Omar Ai Bashir. 
Amid the crisis in the US-sponsored 
Middle East peace process, of which 


the late King Hussein was a devoted 
advocate, several Arab leaders who 
have no links to Israel were also in 
attendance, notably from the Gulf. 

For Jordan itselF. the funeral was also 
set to seal a reconciliation with 
Kuwait, which sent its Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah. 

Kuwait broke off ties with Jordan for 
its support of Iraq after the 1990 
invasion of the emirate. It also 
expelled hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanians and Palestinians. 

Also taking part in the funeral along 
with an Israeli delegation from across 
the Jewish state's political spectrum 
were officials from Hamas, the 
Islamic Resistance Movement. 

The Palestinian Islamist movement 
still advocates the armed struggle 
against Israel, unlike Yasser Arafat 
who leads the self-rule authority and 
like Rabin and the late king was an 
architect of the peace process. 

From another potential conflict zone, 
Turkey's President Suleiman Demirel 
was in Amman along with his Cypriot 
counterpart Giafcos Cterides, 30 per- 
cent of whose country is occupied by 
Turkish troops. 



JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR DENIES 
ANTI-IRANIAN REMARKS BY KING ABDULLAH 


TEHRAN (AP) — Jordan’s ambassador has 
denied reported comments by the newly 
crowned King Abdullah that were critical of 
Tehran, Iran’s foreign minister said Monday. 

But Forclgi Minister Kama! Khanazl Indued 
that his Country still expected a formal denial 
from ttw Jordanian gwen went In Amman! 

“We are waiting for a formal Apology from 
Jordan,’’ Kharrazf told a Tfchran news confer- 
ence. He did Hot elaborate. 

The official Islamic Republic News Agency 
said that ambassador Nouh AS Salman had 


gone to the Foreign Ministry in Tfchran Sunday 
to deny the reported remarks. 

It was not dear whether Salman was sum- 
moned to the ministry, or whether he went 
there of his own accord. The ministry normally 
summons senior diplomats to make its displea- 
sure known. 

The Jordanian Embassy in Ifehran was not 
available for comment 

Ust week, the LondoiVbued Arabic doily fil . 
Hayat quoted Abdullah as saying that Iran was a 
threat to die secuity of the region. 


AMMAN (R) - Kuwait’s crown prince 
and prime minister arrived in Joidan 
on Monday to attend the funeral nf 
King Hussein after almost a decade nf 
tense tics with the monarch. 

Diplomats in Kuwait said the Gulf 
state's official mounting of King 
Hussein’s death and sending Sheikh 
Saad Al Abdulla Al Sabah to the funer- 
al were dear indications that Kuwait 
has decided to end its row with 
Amman. 

On Sunday Kuwait Emir Sheikh Jabcr 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah sent a message of 
condolences to Jordan expressing sad- 
ness after the death of the "great" 
King. The Kuwait government voiced 
support for Jordan's new King. 
Abdullah, and wished him success. 

Ordinary Kuwaitis and officials alike 
felt betrayed when King Hussein 
appeared to side with Baghdad during 


Iraq's 1990-91 seven-month occupy 
lion of oil-rich Kuwait which had hea 
a firm financial backer of Jordan. 

Jordan's Foreign Minister Abdul 114 1 
Khatib was due in Kuwait on Saturday 
on a ground-breaking trip to impnm 
ties and reopen the Jordanian embassy 
lor the first lime since the Gulf crisis, 
file visit was postponed due to lh{ 
king's illness. 

Alter the 1991 Gulf War ended Iraq'i 
occupation, hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians and Jordanians were mi 
allowed ro return to Kuwait or were 
kicked out along with the family d 
King Abdullah's Palestinian wife Rani}. 

Kuwait, accusing the Palostix 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
Amman nf siding with Iraq during tk 
crisis, also severed generous fiiundi 
aid and political support to Jordan. 


Responding to Ills remarks in Al Kayat, the 
Iran News daQy critized on Monday that 
'Abdullah's hasty remarks are Indicative of his 
political Immaturity” 

While leaders from nearly ever country In the 
world were gathered in Amman for King 
Hussein's funeral Monday, Iran was represented 
only by Its ambassador, Mohammad Ali 
Sofahani. 

' .-Khanazl said there Mrs not enough time to 
send.a senior representative to Hussein's fliner- 
al. ; 


ASSAD HOLDS TALKS WITH! 
KING ABDULLAH 
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DAMASCUS (AFP) - Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad held one-on-one talks 
with Jordan's King Abdullah in Amman 
on Monday following the funeral of 
Abdullah’s father Hussein, the Syrian 
news agency SANA reported. 

• The meeting took place at 
Raghadan palace following two hours 
of talks between Assad and Jordanian 
Prime Minister Fayez Tbrawneh.lt said. 
. Syrian Vice President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Shafaa pnd Jordanian Foregin 
Minister Abdul llah Khatib also sat Tti 


on the talks. J 

. Ties between Jordan and 
long been strained and King ^ 
last met Assad In Damascus 
1996. • 

‘ Arefereridum In Syrla pnW^^ 

reconfirm Assad 
postponed until WednejdVi^] 
: of the death of King 'Hi# " " 
The governnitertt issued! 
expressing Its "‘profolijr 
over the. iTtdriarCT^^.. 

• declared a thred<Jay f i 
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Agencies — Saudi Arabia, the most 
powerful Cuff' Arab state, on Monday 
pledged sup pi iir tor Jordan’s King 
Abdullah in good and bad limes lol- 
I owing tile death nf his father King 
1 1 us.se in. 

The vow was made by Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah alter he attended the 
king's funeral in Amman. 

“Your second country, the kingdom 
oF Saudi Arabia... will continue to stand 
by Jordan with all its potential and 
capabilities... The kingdom will stand 
by you strongly and steadily in good 
and had times," he said. 

The official Saudi Press Agency said 
the crown prince made his comments 
in n message to King Abdullah before 
leaving Amman. 

Earlier on Monday the Saudi cabi* 
net. in a meeting headed by King 
Fahd, offered condolences to the new 
Jordanian king, wished him luck and 
"asserted that Saudi Arabia stands by 
Jordan in these critical times". 
Relations have improved in recent 
years. All Gulf Arab slates announced 
official mourning on King Husseins 
death and emirs and crown princes 
attended the funeral. Qatar’s Emir 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani on 
Monday told the Qatari al-Jazccra tele- 
vision that the attendance of the 
funeral by such Gulf leaders was a sign 
of improved relations. 

"We hope matters will go back to 
normal," he said. Bui many have 
returned in the last few years. 

Saudi Finance Minister Ibrahim 
Abdel Aziz al-Assaf said on Sunday 


that Saudi Arabia was discussing with 
JukI.iii cvliiii lie icinted «i suitable 
method of supporting the Jordanian 
economy. 

The Saudi- owned Asliarq al-Awsat 
newspaper on Monday quoted a high- 
ranking Saudi oltiirial as saying the 
kingdom, the world's largest oil pro* 
du cl-i .mil exporter, was ie«uly to meet 
all uf Iordan's oil needs. 

A Saudi newspaper said Monday 
quoting ,1 government official ."The 
Saudi government is ready to meet 
any demand presented by rhe 
Jordanian government concerning its 
oil needs." the unnamed official told 
Al Sharq Al Awsai. 

"Saudi Arabia supplied Jordan for 3U 
years, until a few years ago. when 
Jordan started imports from Iraq." in 
1990, "in return for debt owed," the 
official said. 

The kingdom is willing to sell the oil 
at a bclow-nmrket price in the same 
way that Iraq does, the newspaper 
reported, without giving figures. 

Jordan plans to import 4.8 million 
tons of crude nil from Iraq this year, an 
average of 96,000 barrels per ddy. at 
an average price of SB. 40 a barrel. 

The move is part of an Arab pledge 
to help support Jordan's economy in 
the wake of the death or King Hussein. 

The United Arab Emirates has 
already said it will pay unspecified 
funds into Jordan’s central bank to 
help fend off speculation on the 
Jordanian dinar. 
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list of leaders and notables 

WHO PAID THEIR LAST RESPECTS 
TO LATE KING HUSSEIN 
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IRAQ REMAINS SURPRISINGLY) 

SILENT ON JORDAN 



BAGHDAD (AP) — Watching, 
hearing or reading news in 
Iraq's state-run media Monday, 
one could easily think that little 
is happening in neighboring 
Jordan. 

Even one day after King 
Hussein's death, the silence in 
Iraq was stunning - there was 
no word of condolence, no con- 
gratulatory telegrams to the 
new King Abdullah and no 
debate on whether it will lend a 
new twist to Baghdad's some- 
times sweet, sometimes sour 
relations with Amman. 

In an Arab world in mourning 
for the Jordanian monarch, Iraq 
stood alone. 


The silence shrouds a deep 
interdependence. Iraq and 
Jordan need each other. Iraqi oil 
fuels Jordan and Jordanian 
goods sustain the sanctions-hit 
people of Iraq. 

In its main nightly news pro* 
gram on Sunday, Iraq's state- 
run television focused -as 
always- on President Saddam 
Hussein. 

For about 15 minutes, the 
anchorman reported on 
Saddam's meeting with military 
commanders to discuss ways to 
improve air defenses against US 
and British warplanes. 

Saddam, the television said, 
congratulated his troops for 
defying the allies and setting an 
example to other countries in 
countering Western hegemony. 

The United States "no longer 
terrifies the world... Therefore 
when it threatened the people 
of [former) Yugoslavia, they 
mocked Washington," the Iraqi 


president was quoted as saying. 

After reporting more news 
about President Hussein, the 
anchorman slipped in that king 
Hussein had died. 

On Monday, the newspapers 
treated the death no differently. 

Iraq's most influential news- 
paper, Babil, published some 
reports on the death, but no 
obituary. Other newspapers 
printed a few lines on Iraq's 
decision to send Vice President 
Taha Marouf, a relatively low- 
ranked official In the hierarchy, 
for the funeral. 

Iraq’s silence could be either 
an example of extreme caution 
or loaded with Implications. 

The late King Hussein, who 
had backed Iraq during the 
1980-88 Iran-lraq war and the 
1991 Gulf War, had turned a bit- 
ter critic of Saddam in recent 
years. The change of heart 
came after the 1995 defection 
of Saddam's two sons-in-law to 


Jordan. The two men later 
returned to Iraq, but were 
promptly killed - to the disgust 
of the late King Hussein. 

Since its independence in 
1946, Jordan was simply an 
insignificant neighbor to the 
economic giant Iraq. But rela- 
tions blossomed after Iraq 
came under UN trade sanctions 
in 1990 following Its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Today, Jordan is Iraq’s biggest 
Arab trading partner, supplying 
Baghdad with most of the near- 
ly 50 items not covered by the 
sanctions: soap, tires, medical 
equipment, medicines, car 
parts, sanitary implements 
among others. 

Jordan depends entirely on 
Iraq for Its fuel. It gets about 
90,000 banels of oil a day from 
Iraq, half of it free and the other 
half at a 50 percent discount. 
Saddam caffs It a gift to Iraq's 
Jordanian brothers. 


The following is a list of iutema- 
leaders and notables wl\o were among those 
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DFLP'S HAWATMSH SHAKE* H*N« j Seoet^ . Gmeral Esm* AlxW- 

WITH THB ISRAELI PRESIDE!" | ^■Pmld, l «u»ni«a rau ,| 

, .. ^Ktent Thomas Kfeisdl 

OCCUPIED JI-RUSALUM(AFP) — l ute King Hussein con^- . Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa. 

Middle Jp*. eve,, ... .Ic,h Monday 





Middle Las! peace eve,, death Monday 

of peace accords with Israel. Naef Hawatme i, . . jQSI^. Prime Minister Han's Silajdic 

Israeli President Ester Weizman during the mo |i- ClwT l es ’ P™ 1 * Minister Tony Blair, 

Amman, witnesses told Israeli radio. Ashdown ™ ° PpOSition G^rvative Ratty Paddy 

Hawatmch, leader of the Damascus-based Democ * • ... 

the Liberation of Pal.sti.ee (DPLP). - StKtjXl 

Wcizman and said: "You are a man of peace, 

peace in the Middle East," Weizman aide Arie Minister ZJatko Matiu 

radio from Amman. felte iCZBCH REPUBI^S^ Clefldes 

"President Weizman shook his hand and tp^^-.Y^NklARK - prince Henrik rv 

thet Syria and Lebanon wonid also Join the I*** 

Israel," Shummer said. ' *; Hosni Mubarak and wife 

The DFLP is a breakaway from the f. Hey ainJS 1 ? e, ‘ Ganzo » ri - Speakers Kamal 

Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), the two S ° lDUr ***** 

opposed to the Oalo autonomy agreeinepts , . . ? |jr 0 ^ 

Arafat with Israel. ... 
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Israel radio quoted Israeli officials IhAmn^l 
Minister Ariel Sharon was outraged 
Hawatmeh's hand,' calling the Palestinian * 7 ^? . ^ 
organization whose mrmhfH rm/ergt * ir* 


■ "fitter lu MMISSJON - President Jaques ■ 

I^ANO? President Mauno Kwisto 

' President Jacques Chirac and his 


wife,Bemadene. 

GERMANY - aianceilor Gerliard Schroeder 

Greece President Costis Stephanopoulos 

INDIA • Wee President Krmesan Kanar 

IRAQ • Vice-President T&ha Mohleddin Ma’rouf 

IRELAND - President Mary MacAIeese 

ISRAEL - President Ezer Wfeizman, Prime Minister 

Benyamln Netanyahu, Foreign Minister Ariel 

Sharon, opposition Labor party leader Ehud Barak, 

former Prime Minister Shimon Peres, former Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Shamic Leah Rabin widow of 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 

ITALY - President Oscar Luigi Scalfero 

jARAN - Crown Prince Naiuhito, Prime Minister 

Kelzo Obudti . 

KUWAIT- Crown Prinoe Sheikh Saadal-Abdulla aJ- 

Sabah 

LEBANON - Deputy Prime Minister MIdtel afMurr 
UBYA - SeffeHslam, eldest son of leader Muammar 

Gaddafi „ 

MALAYSIA - foreign Minister Haj Suleiman Bin Hq) 

Daoud . 

MALTA- foreign Minister Dflro Romlriro 
MAURITANIA • Prime Minister Oieik El Avja Ould 

Mohammad Khouna 

MOROCCO - Crown Prince Sdl Mohammed 
NAMIBIA- Prime Minister HamlJan)oub 
NETHERLANDS - Queen Beatrix, Prime Minister 

WimKok . . . . . 

NIGERIA - Military fuler General Abdulsalami 

Abubakar : . ''' ■■■ . . ' 


NORWAY- King Harald 
OMAN - Sultan Qaboos 
PAKISTAN - Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY - President Yasser Arafat 
POLAND • foreign Minister Bronislaw Geremek 
ROMANIA ■ President Emil Gonstanescu 
RUSSIA - Resident Boris ’teitsin 
SAUDI ARABIA ■ Crown Prince Abdullah 
SINGAPORE - Foreign Minister Rasjiyakuma 
SOUTH AFRICA - Home Affairs Minister 
Mangosuihu Buthelezi 
SWEDEN -fGngCari Gustav. FM Anna Lindh 
SBAIN • King Juan Cartos and Queen Sofia 
SUDAN - President Omar Hassan Bashir 
SWITZERLAND - Vice-President and Defence 
Minister Adolf Ogi 

SYRIA - President Hafez aVAssad, Vi (^President 

Abdel-Halim Khaddam and Forelng Minister 

forouq al-Shara 

Tlmlsia - PM Hamad Karoul 

TURKEY • President Suleyman Dcinirel. foreign 

Minister Ismail Gem 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - Defence Minister and 
Dubai Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rasitkl 
AlMakfoum 

UNITED NATIONS - SecrctniyGenerai Kofi Annan 
UNTIED STATES- President Bill Clinton and his wife 
HUlfliy Rodham Clinton, former presidents George 
Bush, Jimmy Carter nod Gerald fond , 

YEMEN - president All Abdullah Saleh 
Vforid Bank ■ President James YtoHensohn ■ 


BRIEF NEWS 


UNI l ED NATIONS — The UN General Assembly sdieduled a special 
meeting 011 Monday to pay tribute to King Hussein. Tile decision to 
hold lire speciiil meeting resulted in the postponement until Tuesday 
of an Assembly debate oil Israeli settlements. The debate began Friday 
and had been expected to resume Monday. Assembly President Hidier 
Opcrtti of Umgmiy, in a statemeni on the death of Hussein, called him 
"a tireless leader in the search lor pence ami stability in the Middle East 
and a statesman of enormous si at lire and respect." "My heartfelt con- 
dolences goto the members of his majesty's family and t« ■ the people 
of Jordan,” he added. UN Secretary-General Koli Annan was among 
world leaders who attended cite luuer.il on Monday - Reuters. 


I.OS ANGELES — lnmier US President Ronald Reagan on Monday 
hailed the Lire King Hussein as "a strong foicv lor peace” ami 
expressed sadness over the Jordanian leader’s death. "We are deeply 
saddened at lire loss of His majesty King Hussein ol Jonkni," Reagan 
and his wife Nancy said in si.ileineiil leleased horn his Dis Angeles 
olTite. The king "has been a strung force for peace for a very long lime 
in the Middle Fast, and one whose counsel was always sought and 
highly les/iecied,” iheM.UemeMi said. "Our love and prayers go mu u» 
King Abdiillitii, t^ueen Nnoi. the loyal l.mrily .mil (lie peojile ol Jordan 
during this very difficult time." the -a.itomcm said. Kunald Reagan 
tinned K 8 on Sami day lie was president I mm I UN I in l‘W». Ileiscur- 
ivntly Miller ii tg tiom Alzlreliiier's disease - Agertiv liana* I’lesse. 


1 ISIttJN — A senior olliiial said Montl.iy Ire would purpose lelonuilig 
the li instil mi mi alter I'resideui Jorge Sainp.ii" was nnalile to atleiul 
the luneial of Joidm's King Hussein hetaiise pailuimeni amir I not be 
convened in lime tit authorize the (rip. Undoi Iwcugiiese law ollici.il 
presidential nips must he amboii.'cil l«v lire Asremhlv of die Republic, 
h tiUigal's p .11 li, mien l The p.iiliainein does not sji ,n ilieweel-eiid.aud 
the slum notice given lor I liissein’s luneial i treat n s.impaio was unable 
hi navel it> Amman T ihinf. it's jusufied to cieate ,ui esenipiutn tl.uise 
... lor occasions sut h as this." p.iili.nnciii.iiy picsnlent Almeid.i Samos 
mid ii'poneis. Sanitrs said Ire would discuss the inatiei with pany 
leatli'is. 1’oiuigal was represented in JoiJun by tin* Minister loi 
I'aili. imc lit .11 v All.iiis. Ant unit. Costa - The Assnciated 1’iess. 


OTTAWA — Canadian Prime Mmislci Jean Clueiien was too intent on 
skiing, it seems, r«» arrange his affairs so lie could attend King Hussein's 
funeral in Jordan. Canada’s head of stale. Guvenuu-General Romeo 
I.eBlanc, was also too busy preparing for a trip in Africa to he able to 
join the extraordinary gathering of presidents and prime ministers 
who pjid homage to the king in Amman. Monday'* funeral was held 
the day after Hussein died, halfway around the world limn where 
Chretien was caking some "private time" in Western Canada. 
Chretien's spokeswoman, Sophie Galarneati. said on Monday: "He very 
much wanted to be there. However logistically it was impossible for 
him ro make it. The tinting was a bit of a surprise. The funeral was ear- 
lier than expected." "PM skis as leaders mourn.' - the Ottawa Citizen 
newspaper said in a banner headline. As for LeBlanc - who represents 
Britain's Queer Elizabeth, Canada's ceremonial head of state - he was 
too busy preparing for his African trip, bis press secretary, Gerard 
Jolivet, said. "We are leaving on Friday and there are many commit- 
ments. We are going with a delegation and we can't change our plans 
that quickly," he said, adding that Canada was well represented ljy 
Foreign Minister Uoyd Axworthy - Reuters. 
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MOSCOW — President Boris Yehsin, who defied his doctors' orders to 
attend King Hussein's funeral in Jordan, arrived back in Moscow on 
Monday evening and returned to the sanatorium where lie is conva- 
lescing from a stomach ulcer. Prime Minister Yfevgeny Primakov and 
Itsin's chief of stafii Nikolai Bordyuzha, went to the airport to meet 
the president, a Kremlin spokeswoman said, 'feltsin then returned to 
Barvikha sanatorium near Moscow where he has been convalescing Tor 
more than a week after receiving hospital treatment for a bleeding 
stomach ulcer, the latest in a long srring of maladies. Yeltsin's surprise 
decision to lly to Jordan for the funeral was deariy aimed at reassert 
ing Ills authority, undermined by his health problems and by Russia's 
deep economic crisis. But iir television footage from the Jordanian cap- 
ital Amman, Yeltsin looked pale and moved slowly, surrounded by 
aides. Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, who travelled with Ifeiisin to 
Amman, dismissed speculation reported by some media that the pres- 
ident had received medical help during his trip. “Tiie whole time he 
was very busy. Not for a single moment was any medical help 
required " Ivanov told ORT public television after returning to Moscow. 
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EMOTIONAL SCENES AT 
KING HUSSEIN'S FUNERAll 


CLINTON BRINGS MORAL, 
MONETARY SUPPORT TO JORDAN 


AMMAN {AFP) — The funeral of 


King Hussein Monday saw emo 
tionnl scenes as Jordanians paid 
their last respects to their 
leader of half a century and 
dozens of world leaders set 
aside their differences for once 
to unite in grief. 

The bereaved sons of King 
Hussein carried their father's 
coffin from his palace on the 
first stage of the funeral proces- 
sion. 

The casket, draped in the 
Jordanian flag, was placed atop 
an armoured car for the 20-kilo- 
metre (12 mile) route through 
the streets of the capital to (he 
Hashemite burial ground. 

Scores of world leaders and 
dfgnatories including US 
President Bill Clinton and 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
were In Amman to pay their last 
respects to Hussein, who died 
on Sunday of cancer aged 63. 

Solemn crowds lined the 
streets under cloudy, grey skies 
as the convoy bearing the king's 
body headed towards the burial 
site. Some were carrying black 
flags while others were in tears. 

The armoured car, covered In 
wreaths of white lilies, was 
escorted by six red army jeeps 
and followed by a convoy of 
cars carrying Jordanian digni- 
taries. 

Male members of the royal 
family, including the new King 
Abdallah, headed for the 
Raghadan palace near the royal 


cemetery where King Hussein 
to be buried next to his 
father and grandfather. 

Clinton and the other foreign 
heads of state were also gath- 
ered at the palace. 

Outside the palace. Bedouin 
troops, dressed in green uni- 
forms and the traditional red- 
and-white Arabic headdress, 
formed a guard of honour. 

Along the route, mourners 
threw flowers at the car bearing 
King Hussein’s body, and some 
ran along file road to keep up 
with the cortege. 

In some areas police linked 
hands forming a barrier 
between the crowds and the 
official cars, as helicopters flew 
overhead. 

As the procession neared the 
palace, scores of Jordanians 
gave chase and traffic on 
bridges across the route came 
to a halt. People were chanting 
“God is Great, God is Good" and 
some mourners were unable to 
hide their grief, wailing and 
praying. 

The crowds swelled as the 
motorcade approached the 
palace, with hundreds of peo- 
ple swarming behind or next to 
the car carrying King Hussein's 
body. 

Tile motorcade swept 
through the gates of the palace, 
greeted by saluting military 
personnel as it passed, wreaths 
lying along the route. 

King Hussein's casket was lift- 


ed from the armoured car by 
eight army officers surrounded 
by a guard of honour, as a mili- 
tary band struck up. 

The eight carried the coffin 
on ' their shoulders into the 
palace where it was taken into 
the throne room. It was then 
placed on a table covered in a 
white cloth in the direction of 
Mecca, the birthplace of Islam. 

The flag of the royal family 
was draped across the 
Jordanian flag covering the cas- 
ket as four Circassian guards 
stood at each corner. 

King Abdallah arrived in the 
throne room and paid his 
respects to his father, flanked 
by inale members of the royal 
family including his half brother 
Crown Prince Hamzeh and top 
military officials. 

Former prime ministers and 
senators paid their respects to 
the king, bowing their heads as 
they passed by the casket. 
Cousins and distant relatives of 
the king also marched past, fol- 
lowed by government ministers 
and members of parliament. 

It was then the turn of an 
astounding array of world lead- 
ers, — kings, presidents, prime 
ministers, Sheiks and Sultans — 
to file past the coffin. 

Russia's ailing President Boris 
Yeltsin arrived at another palace 
within the Raghadan complex, 
shouldered up the steps by two 
aides. 

Syrian President Hafez al- 


Assad, a last-minute arrival lor 
the funeral, stopped for several 
seconds at the casket along 
with several of his ministers, all 
holding their hands up in 
prayer. 

Others filing past included 
UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan. 

US President Bill Clinton 
paused in front of the casket for 
a few seconds, his head bowed 
and hands clasped, along with 
former presidents George Bush, 
Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford. 

Others to file past included 
Crown Prince Abdallah of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat saluted the casket of 
King Hussein briefly, bowed his 
head and passed on. 

Soon after, Israeli President 
Ezer' Weizman led the Israeli 
delegation followed by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and Labour leader Ehud Barak. 

Former Israeli prime minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and French 
President Jacques Chirac joined 
the throngs of princes, heads of 
state and government from 
Europe, the Middle East, Asia 
and Africa. 

Egyptian Prime Minister 
Hosni Mubarak paused briefly, 
before giving way to a delega- 
tion front Britain including 
Prince Charles and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. 

Kuwait's Crown Prince Sheikh 
Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah was 
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taries to pay his tespccts. in a 
sign of the warming lies with 
Jordan. 

Alter the Iasi foreign leader 
had tiled past the coflin. the 
Hashemite flag was removed 
from the casket and folded 
before King Ahdallah read the 
Talihah.” the lit. si verse ol the 
Koran, a li.iditinnul Islamic cus- 
tom at funerals. 

Eight Jordanian officers lifted 
King Hussein's casket, at that 
stage shrouded only in the 
national flag, on to their shoul- 
ders and carried it from the 
throne room on to a gun car- 
riage outside the palace doors. 

The procession moved <di 
slowly towards the mosque 
after a cannon salute, led hy a 
military hand playing bagpipes 
and drums. 

Army officers, some carrying 
wreaths, formed a guard of 
honour around the cofflu, fol- 
lowed by King Hussein's 
favourite white horse and 
medal-hearers. 

Jordanian officials linked 
arms as they led tile sea ol for- 
eign visitors through the palace 
grounds towards the Hamzeh 
ibn Abdel Mmallib mosque, the 
sun finally breaking through hy 
mid-afternoon. 

Eight army officers once 
again lifted the coflin from the 
cannon on to their shoulders 
and marched slowly into the 
simple white stone mosque for 


the funeral service. 


Inside, King AbdallaJ 
afternoon prayers in lire,* 
Islamic tradition. 

Numerous Moslem 
joined the royal family y\ 
minutes of prayer inai^ 
mosque while a numtxq 
other world leaders ncj* 
outside. ■ 

King Hussein's casket ■. 
then again hoisted onre ' 
shoulders of the eight Jut' 
officers and taken on itjf-- 
journey to the Hashem'nd- 
g round in the palace 
The procession diwmi 
.it the Hashemite m 
within the palace gnxclt 
the final ceremony, thri. 
ground hidden under a f- 
canopy. 

King Hussein's body.tr 
in a simple white cloth i* 
with Islamic tradition, tv 
ed from the casket as rad 
of the royal family looked " 
Buglers played ■flu- 
Post" after his body «!>• 
ered into the ground.^ 1 
gun salute Bred Into 
Jordanian warplanes 
over the cemetery a tk<I 
family's imam began tW 
the Islamic burial pt^ 
The funeral patty M 
the burial tent led fob 
Abdallah to 
Iciiccs. 


AMMAN (AFP) — US President 
Bill Clinton delivered moral 
support to a grieving Jordan on 
Monday as it laid its adored 
King Hussein to rest, brandish- 
ing his talent Tor healing and 
peacemaking while he battled 
for his political life back home. 

“Countries that are at each 
others' throats [are) here meet- 
ing in peace and friendship and 
the sanctity of the umbrella of 
this great man," Clinton said 
following the funeral for the 
King, who died Sunday at 63 
after a seven-month battle with 
cancer. 

“He really was driven not by 
the title he had bur by rhe 
responsibilities it bore. And he 
was ennobled not by the title 
bill by the strength of hi$ own 
character and his vision and his 
spirit,” Clinton told US 
embassy staffers in Amman, 
where some 40 world leaders 
converged in an unprecedented 
tribute to the longest-serving 
leader in the Middle East. 

Hussein's son and successor, 
King Abdullah, reminisced 
about his father with Clinron. 

The two also discussed 
Hussein's heroic efforts during 
the explosive Wye River peace 
talks last year outside 


Washington, where the King 
flew in to salvage the peace 
process though he was already 
gravely ill. 

“The new King told me 
tonight, ‘you know, the truth is 
it put some days on his life 
because he was doing what lie 
believed in,”' said Clinton, who 
gave Abdullah the seal of 
approval. 

“I have great confidence in 
rhe young King of Jordan. He 
clearly understands his mis- 
sion," Clinton said. 

But moral support was not 
all Clinton had to offer Jordan, 
which has seen its foreign debt 
rise to 6.8 billion dollars since 
the 1990 Gulf crisis and one- 
fifth of the population plunged 
into poverty. 

Clinton has requested the 
release oHOO million dollars in 
aid for Jordan as provided 
under the Wye pact and spent 
time here lobbying other coun- 
tries and international financial 
institutions to follow suit. 

He also pressed foreign lead- 
ers to support Abdullah and the 
Middle East peace process and 
cracked jokes about Hussein’s 
remarkable ability to bring ene- 
mies together. 

"When I looked at the Israeli 


delegation today. I could hardly 
believe my eyes," he told the 
embassy sraffers. 

“All the candidates for prime 
minister were there and they 
were all walking together. I 
don’t know if they talk at 
home, but they were all talking 
here," he said. 

Clinton also remarked on the 
presence of the three former 
presidents joining liis heavy- 
weight delegation, noting that 
there were two Democrats and 
(wo Republicans. 

Such a bipartisan show is 
unusual these days in 
Washington, where the Senate 
is battling over Clinton's 
impeachment process. 

In their closing arguments 
Monday, prosecutors pushed 
for removing Clinton I'm his 
conduct in the year-long 
Monica Lewinsky affair while 
White House lawyers insisted 
on his all-but-certain acquittal. 

First Lady Hillary Clinton 
appeared on the podium for 
Clinton’s address here in a 
show of public support from an 
essential quarter. The presi- 
dent's wife is enjoying record 
popularity while reports that 
she is unable to forgive the 
president have been feeding 
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the minor mills. 

Clinton also received backing 
from his cnitnicrpnits as he 
sorrowfully paid his last 
respects 10 his friend ami part- 
ner in peace. 

Russia's ailing President 
Boris Yeltsin greeted Clinton 
with a characteristic bear hug 
and a gleeful cry of"Bill" as the 
two met on rhe sidelines of the 
funeral. 


Yeltsin was here against doc- 
tors’ orders to stay home- and 
recover from his bleeding ulcer. 
Pale, weak and propped up by 
aides, Yeltsin did not lilt* past 
the Lofliu with his counter pans 
and Iclt almost immediately to 
return to Moscow. 

He ami Clinton exchanged 
just .1 few brier words, accord- 
ing ro US oflici.ils. who 
stressed Yeltsin’s “extraordi- 


nary" sacrifice in making the 
lung journey. 

Clinton also met with dozens 
of othe i leaders, including 
Syrian Pres idem I l.ifcz al- 
Assud. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin NeT.uty.tltu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat . 
whose support for King 
Abdullah lie encouraged. 


UK MILITARY MEN FONDLY 
REMEMBER CADET KING HUSSEIN 



















THE LATE KING HUSSEIN'S FAVORITE STALLION, AMR, IS LED ASIDE DURING THE KING'S FUNERAL IN AMMAN, JORDAN MONDAY, FEB. 8, 1999 
THE RIDERLESS HORSE WITH BACKWARDS BOOTS IN ITS ST1RUPS SYMBOLIZES A FALLEN LEADER (AP PHOTO) 
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T he late Queen Alia 
was born in Cairo on 
December 25, 1948, 
while her father 
bah a lid din Toukan 
was serving as 

| j Jordan’s ambassador in ihe Arab 
League. She was married to His 
Majesty The Late King Hussein in 
December 1971 and together they 
had Princess Ilaya and Prince Ali. 
Prim to her marriage, llu* late 
Queen worked at Alia Airlines as a 
Public Relations nlficcr. The late 
Queen displayed an interest in 
■ serving the poor and destitute ol 
:j the count rv. She laid the Idunda- 
;< (ions of seU-sustaitiahle projects 
■! In Ionian, which the hue Monarch 
! suppmied with enouirageinent 

1 a ml funds. Tragically, it was un 
one id these visits to a hospital in 
Tafileh, in the south ui the 
Kingdom, where Her Majesty was 
checking on the welfare of 

! patients there that she died in a 
helicopter crash. In remembrance 
of her memory. Jordan’s govern* 
merit established the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Work. 
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